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Bills keep coming for NECAS
Bidding delays and regluations leave ambulance liable for expensive heart monitors

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — North-
ern Edgar County residents 
voting in the March 17 pri-
mary gave overwhelming 
support to create a special 
taxing district and provide 
financial support to keep an 
ambulance service based in 
Chrisman.

The vote shows support for 
the idea but it did not create a 
special service area. Such ac-
tion can only be done by the 
Edgar County Board follow-
ing a lengthy process, which 
includes opening the service 
to bidding by ambulance pro-
viders once the special ser-
vice area is in place. It is going 
to be some time before any 
new money is flowing and 
that creates a problem for the 
Northern Edgar County Am-

bulance Service (NECAS), 
which continues to operate 
with dwindling reserves.

NECAS board members 
met Tuesday, March 31, and 
ambulance coordinator Jer-
emy Neal reminded them of 
an unavoidable expense re-
garding heart monitors that 
must be addressed prior to 
February 2021. This matter 
was discussed at previous 
meetings, but no decision 
was made pending the out-
come of the March primary.

“We can’t wait until Feb-
ruary to decide,” said Neal. 
“This affects everybody in the 
whole country.”

The heart monitors used 
on both NECAS ambulances 
will no longer be valid for use 
per federal regulations as of 
February. Neal said the new 
style heart monitors are not 

items on the shelf ready to 
purchase and install. It cur-
rently takes a six-month pre-
order to secure one.

He presented the NECAS 
board with three options: 
purchase new monitors at 
$35,000 each; the manufac-
turer has a leasing option that 
costs $1,800 per month per 
monitor; or purchase two 
used monitors at $20,000 
each. The used monitors are 
a model that will remain valid 
for use after February.

Buying a new monitor 
or entering a lease agree-
ment must be done within 
six months of February. The 
used monitors are available 
now but are in demand. Neal 
said the used monitors will 
retain some value should it 
be necessary for NECAS to 
liquidate before the special 

service area is in place and 
funded.

He did apply for a Fire-
fighters Grant to fund part of 
the purchase for a new mon-
itor but has since learned 
the board that awards those 
grants is not meeting while 
the COVID-19 restrictions 
are in place. It is uncertain 
when those grants may be 
decided.

Trying to find a solution 
weighed heavily on the NE-
CAS board members. They 
are confronted with the dif-
ficult situation of keeping the 
ambulance current with all 
regulations while still being 
fiscally responsible with the 
dwindling cash reserves.

Board member Darin 
Craig noted all of the town-
ship boards did increase their 
levy requests in order to help 

the ambulance service tran-
sition through this uncertain 
period. It was finally decided 
to use $20,000 from the ap-
proximately $76,000 left in 
reserve cash to purchase one 
used heart monitor. 

“We’ve got to have it, and 
it is going to save us about 
$16,000,” said board mem-
ber Rodney Wolfe as he cast 
a reluctant yes vote for the 
purchase. 

Another unexpected ex-
pense put an additional dent 
in the reserve funds. Neal said 
the pickup truck he drives as 
a first response vehicle to get 
on scene before the ambu-
lance arrives has developed 
serious engine problems. 
Because he drives the truck 
to work and keeps it at home 
for emergency response from 

See NECAS, Page 4A

CRESTWOOD, PARIS 95 SERVE FREE HOT DOG LUNCH

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Debbie Sturgell gathers up hygiene supplies such as deodorant, toothpaste, soap, shampoo and other things to 
distribute during the free hot dog lunch Crestwood and Paris 95 provided the community Friday as a break from the 
shelter at home routine.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The public can still attend Paris 
City Council meetings, although 
in a unique way.

A special meeting Thursday, 
April 2, indicated the new normal, 
at least for a while. Council mem-
bers and city employees present 
practiced social distancing in the 
council room, with Mayor Craig 
Smith and council members Har-
ry Hughes and Jerry Branson seat-
ed at the council table.

Councilmen Drew Griffith 
and Steve Kemper occupied seats 
in the audience area. City clerk 
Bridgett Anderson was in the au-
dience and city manager Michael 
Martin was at a separate desk. 
Public participation was over an 
open phone line, although no 
public comments were offered.

Smith briefed those present on 
efforts by the governor’s office to 
keep city officials informed about 
the COVID-19 status. He said the 
governor hosts two weekly phone 
conferences for municipal officials 
from the village to city status.

“There is not much of a chance 
to ask questions, but this does give 
us a chance to know what he is 
planning,” said Smith. “The gov-
ernor has been very proactive in 
getting information out to us.”

The mayor noted the most re-
cent executive order extends all 
previous executive orders, includ-
ing shelter at home and the closing 
of non-essential businesses, until 
April 30.

“That is just a date in the future,” 
said Smith, emphasizing no one 
knows when the corona virus pan-
demic will relax its grasp.

An ongoing challenge for state, 
county and city officials is securing 

City council 
adapting 
to social 
distancing

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@praririepress.net

The Edgar County Health 
Department is a place where 
people can obtain accurate 
and up-to-date information 
about the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Monica Dunn, public infor-
mation officer for the health 
department, said the Edgar 
County Health Department 
has existed since 1996 and 
has always had an emergency 
response plan in place.

“We have responded to 
things in the past, but this is 
unprecedented,” said Dunn. 
“We are working hard to stay 
on top of what is happening in 
the state.”

New and accurate informa-
tion gets posted to the health 
department’s website as does 
a daily update on COVID-19 
testing.

“We do not have a positive 
case in Edgar County at this 
time, but we do have an action 
plan for when that happens,” 
said Dunn.

If a positive case is detected, 
the health department takes 
the lead on investigating who 
that person has had contact 
with to find everybody and ad-
vise them of the exposure risk. 
There is also a plan in place be-
tween the health department, 
the Edgar County Emergency 
Services and Disaster Agency 
(ESDA), Horizon Health and 
first responders such as law 
enforcement and fire service 
if quarantine is necessary to 
provide individuals with a safe 
place to recuperate and make 
sure they are supplied with 
food and medical care.

Executive director Janet 
Mason added the health de-
partment’s website is a better 

resource for tracking test re-
sults than calling the hospital. 
She explained the hospital 
receives information on the 
tests it submits to the state lab 
for analysis, but the Paris hos-
pital may not be the only place 
people go to obtain a test. 

Depending on where peo-
ple live, some county resi-
dents may use hospitals in 
Coles County, Champaign, 
Danville or Terre Haute, Ind., 
and those other medical fa-
cilities are legally obligated 
to inform the Edgar County 
Health Department when 
a local resident presents for 
testing and to also supply the 
results of those tests.

“I want the public to under-
stand the health department, 
ESDA and the hospital are 
working together to provide 
accurate information,” said 
Mason.

To meet that need for pro-
viding accurate information, 
the health department has 
created a Core Emergency 
Response Team with staff 
members assuming the re-
sponsibility of staying current 
in certain areas dealing with 
COVID-19.

Residents with questions or 
concerns may call the health 
department at:
For medical questions, 

contact the director of nursing 
at 465-2212, ext. 567.
For environmental health 

and COVID-19 response, call 
465-2212, ext. 564.
Questions by businesses 

and employers should go to 
Dunn at 465-2212.
General questions, in-

quiries by elected community 
leaders or information about 
state contacts fall to Mason at 
465-2212, ext. 566.

The health department is 
also responsible for trying to 
find the much needed Per-
sonal Protection Equipment 
medical workers and first 
responders need to protect 
themselves against the coro-
navirus. Normally such sup-
plies are available for order 
through the state, and so far 
the health department has re-
ceived three shipments. Those 
supplies are then distributed 
throughout the county for 
first responders.

Mason said unless some-
thing changes, Edgar County 
may not see any PPE supplies 
for a while.

“We were told the ware-
house is empty,” said Mason. 

In addition to addressing 
the pandemic, the health de-
partment staff still has other 
duties to fulfill. The always 

Edgar County Health Department staying on top of COVID-19

See COUNTY, Page 4A

See PARIS, Page 4A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Josh McCarty, maintenance director at Crestwood School, 
holds a sign for the times. A joint effort by Crestwood and 
Paris 95 staff provided a free hot dog lunch for the com-
munity from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday in the Crestwood 
parking lot. People drove through for a sandwich, chips, 
condiments, beverage and hygiene products. To maintain 
proper social distancing people remained in the car and 
items were passed to them.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Meghan Damler passes a bag of chips as part of a free 
hot dog lunch staff at Crestwood and Paris 95 provided 
Friday as a community morale booster.
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

57   39
Prec: 70%

62   46
Prec: 0%

70   56
Prec: 40%

75   58
Prec: 50%

69   47
Prec: 0%

60   38
Prec: 0%

55   40
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Cloudy skies with rain showers 
and highs close to average in the upper 50s.

SUNDAY — Mostly sunny and warmer with 
highs reaching the lower 60s.

MONDAY — Showers and maybe an 
isolated thunderstorm return to the 
forecast. Otherwise, mostly cloudy with 
highs near 70.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59°/38°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85° in 2012
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21° in 1926

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.49”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.49”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,12”

NORMAL:    High: 59   Low: 38    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:29 a.m. 7:18 p.m. 3:16 p.m. 4:44 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:28 a.m. 7:19 p.m. 4:31 p.m. 5:22 a.m.

MONDAY 6:26 a.m. 7:20 p.m. 5:47 p.m. 5:57a.m.

TUESDAY 6:25 a.m. 7:21 p.m. 7:03 p.m. 6:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:23 a.m. 7:22 p.m. 8:19 p.m. 7:02 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:22 a.m. 7:23 p.m. 9:35 p.m. 7:36 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:20 a.m. 7:24 p.m. 10:49 p.m. 8:13 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Canceled

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 

mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to 
our community members. Here is 
a list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged 
for the safety of the community 
and our staff. HRC is here to help 
in this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, 
PARIS 

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm 

Regional Behavioral Health 
Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400

24/7 access for people feeling 
suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-

359-7593
Monday through Friday, 8 

a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support 
for anyone living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 
are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events. 
The following list is not compre-
hensive but represents information 
provided to The Prairie Press about 
canceling or postponing events.

Given the rate at which activities 
are being canceled people should 
call ahead to confirm with spon-
soring organizations if a scheduled 
event is continuing. 

April 4, Extension’s Choose 
Health Action Teen (CHAT) in-per-
son training canceled.

April 5, The Coles County Bar-
bershop Chorus benefit concert 
is canceled. There is a possibility 
it may be rescheduled later in the 
summer to benefit area homeless 
shelter and food pantry programs.

BY EVERETT LAU
Elau99@rocketmail.com

Despite forecasts calling for 
a potential outbreak of torna-
does and severe thunderstorms 
Saturday, March 28, most of 
central Illinois dodged the 
bullet when it came to severe 
weather.

As early as Thursday, March 
26, the Storm Prediction Cen-
ter (SPC) in Norman, Okla., 
included parts of central Illi-
nois in a slight risk for severe 
weather on Saturday, the sec-
ond risk level on the center’s 
five-point scale.

By Saturday morning, Edgar 
County was included in the en-
hanced risk area, or level three 
of five, which indicates the 
possibility of numerous severe 
storms.

Then, at 2:40 p.m., the SPC 
issued a relatively rare PDS tor-
nado watch for Edgar County. 
PDS stands for particularly 
dangerous situation, and it’s a 
tag the SPC reserves for situa-
tions where there’s a potential 
for significant and long-lived 
tornadoes.

From a meteorological 

standpoint, Saturday’s setup 
was a classic example for spring 
severe weather. A warm front 
had lifted through the area, al-
lowing temperatures to climb 
into the 70s, and a strong cold 
front was approaching from 
the west. A cold front typically 
forces the warm, moist air to 
rise, creating updrafts that lead 
to thunderstorms.

Another ingredient for se-
vere weather – wind shear 
– was also present Saturday. 
Wind shear is the change of 
wind speed and/or direction 
within upper levels of the at-
mosphere. It helps thunder-
storms maintain their strength 
by separating the updraft (ris-
ing air) from the downdraft 
(falling air).

We had the moisture, lift and 
wind shear needed, but no sig-
nificant severe weather.

So, what happened? Why 
did the forecast bust?

While there were some se-
vere thunderstorms that pro-
duced damaging wind gusts 
and large hail and even tor-
nadoes further northwest, in-
cluding an EF-1 tornado that 

moved through the southwest 
side of Peoria, the event did 
not match the forecasts given 
earlier in the day.

One of the main reasons 
why all the ingredients didn’t 
come together was the lack of 
instability at the surface. High-
er up in the atmosphere, there 
was plenty of instability, or fuel 
for thunderstorms.

One thunderstorm tapped 
into that energy and traveled 
from Springfield into Indiana 
and dropped hail as large as 
golf balls in some areas. This 
storm prompted the Nation-
al Weather Service to issue a 
severe thunderstorm warning 
shortly after 1 p.m. for north-
ern Edgar County, which 
warned of the potential for 
quarter to half-dollar size hail.

Another storm capable of 
producing quarter-size hail 
lifted through southeastern 
parts of the county between 3 
and 4 p.m., leading to another 
severe thunderstorm warning 
for those areas.

Those storms, and associat-
ed rain showers, used up some 
of the energy that was present 

and cooled temperatures. The 
cooler air from the storms cre-
ated a temperature inversion, 
or a portion of atmosphere 
that is cooler than the air 
above it. Think of that cold air 
as a cap or a lid; it prevented 
storms from rising and tap-
ping into the warm air above.

Sunshine would have 
warmed temperatures, break-
ing the cap and recharging the 
atmosphere for storms, but 
the cloud cover that was in 
place most of the day prevent-
ed that from occurring.

As the cold front swept 
across the area late in the eve-
ning, it wasn’t strong enough 
to break the cap that was in 
place, preventing the rede-
velopment of thunderstorms 
despite the moisture and wind 
shear available.

Think of baking a cake 
to look at the situation in a 
less scientific way. To bake a 
cake, certain ingredients are 
needed. If one ingredient is 
missing, there is still cake at 
the end, but it’s probably not 
going to turn out as the recipe 
intended.

Severe storm did not happen despite the right conditions
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APPLICATION DEADLINE

SCHOLARSHIPS
APPLY ONLINE FOR

20 Scholarship Opportunities 
Full list and application

can be found at
BANKPROSPECT.COM

$518k Awarded in 2019!

April 17, 2020

MEMBER FDIC

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

Lake Ridge Christian Church

Church OnlineOnline
Sunday
 10:00 AM
Kids church

10:15 AM
 Traditional music

10:30 AM
Complete service 
with message and 

contemporary music

We will also have past services 

available anytime at 

www.lakeridgechurch.org under 

the grow section

-Search Facebook

122 E. Steidl Rd.

(217) 465-5614           

BBQ Pulled Pork BBQ Pulled Pork   
$3.50

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

In-Town Delivery 
Daily  11-7

Curbside Pickup
 Daily  11-9 

Chicken Salad, ChipsChicken Salad, Chips  & Drink& Drink    
$6.00

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

From your daughters,
Cherie, Robin, Hellie & Michelle

Love you Mom!Love you Mom!
Stay Strong during this difficult time

during this difficult time

Best
Wishes

Sending our

Brenda and Donnie Wright

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

FLORA — North Amer-
ican Lighting (NAL) Equip-
ment Plant has responded to 
the shortage of personal pro-
tection equipment (PPE) for 
healthcare workers by fabricat-
ing face shields and donating 
them to those combatting the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The face shields are made 
with a 3D printed visor piece 
and bottom connector, a clear 
plastic facemask and an elastic 
strap. After reviewing their first 
week’s production, employees 
found ways to improve cycle 
time by over 50 percent and 
production currently rests at 
28 face shields per day. 

After the first shipments 
went out, NAL announced the 
plans to continue production 
and meet the ongoing needs in 

local communities. 
“We are overwhelmed by 

the kindness and support our 
team members are showing 
our communities,” said Ovie 
Gaither, Assistant General 
Manager of Manufacturing En-
gineering. “The Illinois Equip-
ment Plant (IEP) in Flora, Illi-
nois, will continue to support 
the medical teams on the front 
lines with these fabricated face 
shields, so long as resources al-
low.”

To date, NAL has supplied 
face shields to Clay County 
Hospital, Salem Hospital and 
Sarah Bush Lincoln Hospital, 
with additional requests from 
hospitals including Horizon 
Health.  

Other in-kind donations 
included nearly 20,000 dis-
posable gloves for healthcare 
personnel.  

NAL donates face shields for hospitals

Special to The Prairie Press

Two nurses show off their face shields, manufactures by the 
NAL plant in Flora. In a press release, NAL management said 
they plan to continue fabricating PPE for area healthcare per-
sonnel for as long as resources will allow.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. 
- Western National Insur-
ance Group has named 
Dimond Bros. Insurance as 
the Central Region Com-
mercial Lines Agency of the 
Year and one of its Circle 
of Excellence Agencies for 
2020.

The Commercial Lines 
Agency of the Year award 
recognizes outstanding and 
sustained performance and 
premium growth in com-
mercial lines. An agency 
must have a minimum of 
four years of partnership 
with Western National to 
be considered for this rec-
ognition. Dimond Bros. In-
surance accepted the award 
in early March at Western 
National’s Annual Meeting 
in Edina, Minn. 

The Circle of Excellence 
recognition is announced 
annually to spotlight an 
elite group of partners who 
excelled based on perfor-
mance and growth between 
2015 and 2019 (2015 - 
2019). This recognition 
places Dimond Bros. Insur-
ance in the 90th percentile 

Dimond Bros. wins Agency of the Year

Special to The Prairie Press

Dimond Bros. Insurance, headquartered in Paris, was recently 
named as Western National Insurance Group’s Central Region 
Commercial Lines Agency of the Year and one of its Circle of 
Excellence Agencies for 2020. Pictured are Don Devereaux, sales 
executive; and Mark Swanson, president of Illinois Operations.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Access to reliable informa-
tion (not random and unver-
ifiable social media postings) 
is critical for public safety 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

To help keep local resi-
dents informed, the Edgar 
County Emergency Service 
and Disaster Agency (ESDA) 
is working with the Edgar 
County Health Department 
and Horizon Health to keep 
the most up to date and ac-
curate information before the 
public. ESDA will be sending 
out daily WENS alerts, via 
text, advising where people 
can easily access this informa-
tion.

All Edgar County residents 
are encouraged to make sure 
they are signed up for the free 
Wireless Emergency Notifica-
tion System (WENS). Here is 
how to get the notices: 
Go to edgarcountyilli-

nois.com 
Email a name, address 

and phone number to esda@
edgarcountyillinois.com
Those without Internet 

service may call 217-463-
3192 for assistance in receiv-
ing text notices.

WENS is not just for 
COVID-19. The system is 
also used to advise residents 
of approaching dangerous 
storms and other emergen-
cy situations that may affect 
where live.

of all Western National part-
ners for overall performance, 
growth and partnership over 
the past five years.

The excellence award also re-
quires meeting high standards 
of professional excellence and 
integrity. Dimond Bros. Insur-
ance’s place among this list is a 
testament to the overall quality 
of the agency’s insurance pro-
fessionals and their commit-
ment to meeting the needs of 
their insurance clients. 

Western National Insurance, 

headquartered in Edina, Minn., 
is a super-regional group of 
property-and-casualty insur-
ance companies providing 
personal and commercial cov-
erage in 20 states across the 
Midwestern and Western U.S. 
and Alaska; and surety bonds 
in 32 states.  

The Dimond Bros. Paris Of-
fice located on Sheriff Street 
offers Western National Insur-
ance products.  The office can 
be reached at 217-465-5041.

ESDA 
providing 
COVID-19 
updates
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Equipment (PPE) for medical 
workers and first responders.

“No matter what you see 
on TV, there are not enough,” 
said Smith. “It is the same with 
ventilators. All of the states 
and countries around the 
world are competing to get 
this equipment.”

One thing the state has 
done is set up a 3,000-bed field 
hospital in the McCormick 
Place Convention Center and 
is looking for the availabili-
ty of beds in other hospitals 
throughout the state. Smith 
said this effort is not for virus 
cases but for people requir-
ing hospitalization for other 
reasons, but not able to gain 
access because some hospitals 
will be full of virus patients. 

“Edgar County still has zero 
cases, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s not here,” said Smith.

The mayor also discussed 
the loans and grants in the 
pipeline to help businesses 
weather the economic down-
turn created by the pandemic. 
He described it as a work in 
progress.

“There will be low interest 
bridge loans for businesses, 
but we don’t know who qual-
ifies or who will get it,” said 
Smith, noting the information 
changes daily.

First Neighbor Bank and 
First Mid Bank, both in Par-
is, were selected to offer the 
Community Block Devel-
opment Grants (CBDG) 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity but there 
is no information on how 
these funds will work.

Smith said some of the local 
CDBG applications already 
made were gathered by PED-
CO and forwarded to Fred-
die Beth Schmutte, the city’s 
grant writer.

“We (the city) will pro-

vide folks with Freddie Beth’s 
services,” said Smith. “Those 
grants are not the easiest to fill 
out.”     

He noted while the federal 
and state governments are at-
tempting to help business and 
individuals, nothing has been 
mentioned about help with 
rent or mortgages. 

“If a landlord can let a 
tenant go a month or two, that 
will help,” said Smith. “it’s not 
the easiest thing to do, but I’ve 
got tenants that I think de-
serve that.”

He pledged as the city gets 
accurate information about 
the grants and loans it will 
be passed on to the business 
community. 

Branson asked for clarifica-
tion on the status of the city 
parks. He is getting calls from 
people wanting to know if the 
parks are open.

The parks are open to the 
public for walking, but the 
playgrounds within the parks 
are closed. Smith said the 
shelter at home order encour-
ages people to get exercise 
by walking outside while still 
observing appropriate social 
distancing. He added as long 
as people follow those guide-
lines the parks can remain 
open for walking, but not for 
large gatherings.

The status of the camp-
ground in the west park is 
uncertain. It is still closed as 
part of the regular winter sea-
son shut down, and council 
members said they will wait 
for directives from the state to 
decide if it can re-open.

Martin asked if Potts Lane 
should be open so residents 
have a way to dispose of limbs 
and other spring yard cleanup. 
Council members agreed the 
facility needs to be open while 
encouraging residents to wait 
for drier conditions.

“If people go now, they have 
to drive through at their own 
risk. It is pretty wet out there,” 

anywhere, Neal paid to put a 
new water pump and timing 
chains on the engine in hopes 
of fixing the problem. Those 
steps did not work, and further 
investigation by a mechan-
ic rendered an opinion that 
replacing the engine is more 
economical than attempting 
additional repairs.

He offered to pay a portion 
of the cost since he uses the 
truck daily. The board autho-
rized a 50 percent split on the 
cost of replacing the engine, 
with instructions for Neal to 
find the best deal possible. 

The meeting was not all 
bad news. It was announced 
David Craig passed the para-
medic exam and joins Neal as 
the second paramedic serving 
NECAS. This makes NECAS 
eligible to operate as a para-
medic level service, but Carle 
Hospital, which provides am-
bulance oversight, is not send-
ing people out to inspect and 
verify the upgrade due to the 

corona virus.
Neal said being a paramed-

ic level ambulance does not 
mean the service can increase 
the charge each time the am-
bulance goes out since allow-
able service fees are set by 
Medicare, Medicaid and insur-
ance companies. What it does 
mean is the crew can do more 
procedures and administer 
more medicines, which in turn 
are billable.

He discussed preparations 
for dealing with COVID-19 
patients. 

“We haven’t run a corona-
virus case, yet, but it is inevita-
ble,” said Neal.

NECAS is following all of 
the safety recommendations 
from the Center for Disease 
Control, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health and 
other agencies. This includes 
keeping the door between 
the ambulance box and cab 
closed at all times, not put-
ting used Personal Protection 
Equipment (PPE) in the cab, 
thoroughly cleaning and dis-
infecting the ambulance after 

NECAS
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busy dental clinic is not seeing 
patients for regular exams and 
cleanings but it is taking emer-
gency cases.

Women, Infants and Chil-
dren (WIC) continues to 
provide services for those cli-

ents, but in office visits have 
stopped. Interviews and other 
communication are handled 
by phone and delivery of sup-
plies is a curbside pickup. 

Environmental work con-
tinues if people need a well or 
septic system, and the depart-
ment is still doing restaurant 
inspections. 

COUNTY
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The election for the Ener-
Star Board of Directors usually 
takes place during the electric 
cooperative’s annual meeting, 
but not this year.

Concern about gathering a 
large group of people during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted EnerStar to post-
pone the annual meeting 
scheduled for March 28 and 
utilized mail in voting for the 
election.

The results were announced 
Monday, March 30. Jeff Zim-
merman of Oakland ran un-
opposed and was re-elected in 
Voting District A. The newly 
elected director for Voting 
District B is Jonathon “Thad” 
Martin of Paris, who received 

240 votes to fill the vacancy 
created by Robert Staley II, 
who did not seek re-election. 
Bob Abernathy of Paris re-
ceived 130 votes. Dan Gard Jr. 
of West Union was re-elected 
for Voting District C, receiving 
240 votes. Adam Meehling of 
Marshall received 131. 

“Thank you to all the direc-
tor candidates for their interest 
in serving the cooperative by 
pursuing a seat on the board of 
directors,” said Mike Clark, En-
erStar CEO. “We had a record 
26 percent of members vote 
this year and I want to thank 
the members who took time 
to vote and participate in this 
democratic process.”

Clark added the cooperative 
is currently reviewing options 
for rescheduling the post-

EnerStar elects board members
poned annual meeting.

He also stressed EnerStar 
had two key priorities during 
this uncertain time of the pan-
demic, and those are keeping 
the lights on for co-op mem-
bers and assuring the safety 
of its membership and em-
ployees. The lobby at the Par-
is office remains temporarily 
closed to the public.

“If any of our members are 
facing a financial strain and 
paying the electric bill will 
create an additional hardship, 
call us,” said Craig. “We can 
help with arrangements and 
other payment assistance. We 
are also waiving late fees, so 
no need to worry about that. 
These are uncertain times, but 
we will all get through it to-
gether.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The COVID-19 pandemic 
is causing enough stress as peo-
ple worry about their health, 
income and future, and now 
con artists are adding to the 
problem with scams using the 
pandemic as a cover.

Scammers are preying on 
people’s fears, especially those 
who want a magic bullet to 
resolve this or keep them safe. 
Some cons are approaching 
the elderly with promise of 
access to a vaccine or preven-
tative medicine that is covered 
by Medicare or a Medicare 
supplement. People may be 
asked to pay for the product 
outright, or provide bank 
account and Social Security 
numbers as a security measure 
although actual billing will go 
to Medicare.

It’s a lie. There is neither 
a COVID-19 vaccine nor a 
preventative medicine, and it 
is unlikely any such medica-

tion will exist until sometime 
in 2021. This is an attempt to 
bilk people out of money with 
some snake-oil concoction, or 
more seriously to gain access 
to sensitive information in or-
der to commit identity theft.

The recently passed CARES 
Act has provided for $1,200 
payments to each American 
and extended and higher 
unemployment benefits for 
those who have lost a job. The 
criminal element is gearing up 
to gain access to this new cash 
pool.

One tactic is emails and 
calls claiming to represent a 
company with an ability to 
expedite the process so the 
$1,200 stimulus arrives faster 
or a way to streamline filing for 
unemployment to speed up 
the start of benefits. Again, the 
goal is to get an upfront cash 
payment to perform a service 
that does not exist or to collect 
data for identity theft.

There is no way to expedite 

the stimulus payment. People 
don’t have to apply for it. The 
money will come automatical-
ly after the Treasury Depart-
ment gets all of the details in 
place. Payments will be direct 
deposit into a bank account 
for those who received a direct 
deposit tax refund in 2019. 
Checks will be mailed to 
those who did not get a refund 
or did not use direct deposit 
for the refund. Addresses used 
are those that appeared on the 
2019 tax return filings. Various 
federal agencies are supplying 
addresses for cross-checking 
to mail checks to people who 
did not file in 2019.

Third party filing of unem-
ployment claims is not possi-
ble. It is the responsibility of 
the person who lost a job to fill 
out the forms and get the pro-
cess started. 

Official-looking emails 
claiming to be from a bank, 
government agency or insur-
ance service are a possibility. 

The come-on may be a need 
for voluntary participation in 
a survey to track the spread of 
the virus by answering ques-
tions including some that will 
yield information useful for 
identity theft. Such institutions 
rarely reach out to either clients 
or strangers via email. 

It is important if someone 
receives such an email to not 
click on any attachment and 
not respond until after taking 
steps to verify it is legitimate.

Telling the difference be-
tween legitimate and fake 
coronavirus and COVID-19 
websites for obtaining useful 
information is going to be-
come more difficult. Since 
January, more than 16,000 new 
coronavirus or COVID-19 do-
mains have registered on the 
Internet. 

Online security experts es-
timate at least 50 percent of 
those websites are malicious. 
The purpose is to trick people 
into revealing personal data, 

deliberately spread false infor-
mation or to place malware on 
the personal computers that 
visit the webpage.

Some of these websites may 
falsely claim to have medical 
supplies for sale.  

Reliable information about 
COVID-19 is available on safe 
websites operated by the CDC, 
the Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Edgar 
County Health Department.

The Security and Exchange 
Commission has issued a 
warning about investment 
scams. As some Americans 
watch their stock portfolio 
tank, they may panic and try 
to staunch the bleeding with 
other investments. A number 
of Internet promotions are al-
ready circulating with claims 
of companies that can prevent, 
detect or cure coronavirus 
and the time to invest is now 
because stock value will only 
increase. Such claims are for 
either bogus companies or 

perhaps ones actually working 
on the problem but there is no 
guarantee of success.

Debt scams are likely to 
mushroom as the unemployed 
grow more concerned about 
debt and unpaid bills. There 
are legitimate debt consolida-
tion services that can help with 
these problems. The difference 
between a legitimate company 
and a scam is in the approach. 
Legitimate companies will not 
be making cold calls, trying to 
pressure people into providing 
personal information or mak-
ing upfront deposit payments. 
Another caution is if calling a 
number advertised as being 
able to eliminate debt and the 
caller does not get to speak to 
a person, only an automated 
system gathering information. 

If something seems too good 
to be true, if something feels off 
or a person is being pressured 
to make an immediate deci-
sion, it is almost always a scam 
and more research is needed.  

People need to be aware of COVID-19 scams

each run and letting the am-
bulance doors stand open in 
the bay for at least 30 min-
utes after a run.

“We deal with sick pa-
tients,” said Neal. “I expect 
to deal with COVID-19 pa-
tients within a month.”

When the dispatch infor-
mation indicates the patient 
is having respiratory prob-
lems, the crew responds 
with full PPE gear. Not ev-
ery call requires such pre-
caution, but those that do 
are taking a taking a toll on 
supplies.

According to Neal, the 
ambulance does have surgi-
cal masks to put on patients 
in the effort to keep air-
borne particles minimized, 
but that does not offer ad-
equate protection to the 
ambulance crew. NECAS is 
running out of N-95 masks 
and other PPE to protect 
the responders against viral 
transmission. 

“I’m on the phone ev-
eryday trying to find some-
thing,” said Neal. “It is 

Dunn said it is encour-
aging to see all of the emer-
gency services in the county 
working together to address 
the current situation and 
keep the community safe. 

“I can’t stress enough the 
importance of social dis-
tancing to stop the spread,” 
said Mason.

said Branson.
Griffin said he was con-

tacted by the Edgar County 
Health Department when 
a restaurant tried to open 
in Paris without a permit. 
He said while the city has 
no standing in such issues, 
he supported the health de-
partment refusing to let the 
business open.

“That seems a clear line,” 
said Griffin. “You have your 
permit, or you don’t. The 
safety of the citizens is also 
important.”

An expensive and unex-
pected repair is looming for 
the city. Branson informed 
the others an arched storm 
drain built during the De-
pression by the Works 
Progress Administration 
is collapsing under East 
Crawford Street. He esti-
mated at least four days are 
needed to make repairs.

City hall is closed to the 
public and the drive-up 
window for paying water 
bills is not operating as 
part of the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, said Martin. He 
noted city business is still 
being conducted and wa-
ter bills were mailed. Res-
idents can pay the bills by 
mail or at the drop service 
at city hall. Automatic debit 
payment is also an option.

“We will work with peo-
ple who may not be able to 
pay now,” Martin said.

Smith agreed.
“We will work with ev-

erybody,” said the mayor. 
“We will all get through 
this – not soon, but later.”

The city council’s 
pre-agenda meeting is 
April 8 and the regular 
meeting is April 13. While 
current recommendations 
are no more than 10 people 
in a room, the public can 
still listen by dialing 1-866-
899-4679, access code 583-
443-117.

SPRINGTIME IS SIDEWALK CHALK SEASON

Special to The Prairie Press

The perfect spring day Thursday allowed students and their families to enjoy outdoor learning 
projects and exercise. With some tape to outline the design and some sidewalk chalk, the Barrett 
family Ava, Hellie, Dad Ryan and Mom Tess work to complete their piece of art on the family drive-
way on West Madison.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Emer-
gency Services and Disaster 
Agency (ESDA) is issuing 
a call for supplies to help 
health care providers and first 
responders do their jobs in 
keeping everyone safe.

Jill Taylor, ESDA coordina-
tor, listed the following items 
as the most needed:
Hand Sanitizer
Disinfectant Spray

Clorox Wipes
Facial Tissue
Surgical Masks
Latex Gloves
Goggles/Safety Glasses
Tyvek Suits
Donated items should be 

delivered to the Paris Fire 
Training Center, 11200 Cher-
ry Point Road, between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The site is not staffed 
so it is important that people, 
or businesses, with items to 

donate call first to arrange a 
drop off time.

Appointments may be 
made by calling either Taylor, 
217-251-9633, or Paris Fire 
Chief Brian Gates, 217-712-
0265.

Taylor added all donated 
items will stay in Edgar Coun-
ty for distribution to Hori-
zon Health Hospital, nursing 
homes and first responders as 
needed.

 

Facilities, first responders need supplies

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Farmers National Compa-
ny, the nation’s leading farm 
and ranch management and 
brokerage company, has pre-
sented two employees in the 
Arcola office with the Farmers 
National Company Gold Eagle 
Award for outstanding efforts 
in real estate sales.  

Tucker Wood, originally 
of Paris, is a real estate broker 
and auctioneer for the com-
pany. His fellow recipient of 
the award is Winnie Stortzum, 
the managing real estate bro-
ker and appraiser. The Golden 
Eagle is the top award for real 

estate sales in 2019.  
Farmers National Company, 

an employ-
e e - o w n e d 
company, is 
the nation’s 
leading ag-
r i c u l t u r a l 
l a n d o w n e r 
services com-
pany and 

has sold 3,878 properties and 
more than $5 billion of real es-
tate during the last 10 years. In 
addition, the company manag-
es more than 5,000 farms and 
ranches in 29 states comprising 
more than 2 million acres. Oth-
er services include auctions, 

Wood receives real estate award  
appraisals and valuation ser-
vices, insurance, consultation, 

oil and gas 
management, 
a national 
hunting lease 
program, for-
est resource 
management, 
and FNC Ag 
Stock.  

Stortzum can be contacted 
at 217-268-4434, 217-372-
7550 or by email at WStortz-
um@FarmersNational.com. 
Wood can be contacted at 217-
268-4434, 217-822-2386 or by 
email at TWood@FarmersNa-
tional.com.  

WOOD STORTZUM
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

COVID‐19: No�ce to Edgar County  

Ollie Smith, President & CEO 
Horizon Health  
217‐465‐4141 

MyHorizonHealth.org 

Janet Mason, Administrator  
Edgar County Health Department  

217‐465‐2212 
ECPHD.org 

Jill Taylor, Coordinator  
Edgar County ESDA 

217‐463‐3192 
EdgarCountyIllinois.com 

Dear Neighbor,  

Coronavirus, or COVID‐19, has become a household word. Since its arrival in the United States in early 2020, we 
have been overwhelmed with informa�on. Regarding coronavirus response in Edgar County, our situa�on evolves 
hourly. 
 
Our local response efforts are based on a number of indicators that are specic to our county, our community, and 
our hospital. These efforts are being managed through a joint effort of the Edgar County Public Health Department 
(ECPHD), Edgar County Emergency Services Disaster Agency (ESDA), and Horizon Health. We have emergency 
preparedness plans that we are referencing and ac�on plans that detail our response for each phase of a public 
health threat or emergency. All these ini�a�ves are directed by recommenda�ons from the CDC and the Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH). 
 
The ECPHD is responsible for minimizing public health threats to our community ongoingly. This is done by 
providing guidance and direc�ves as dictated by IDPH and the Governor to businesses, employers, food 
establishments, healthcare facili�es, church groups, and residents.  During this pandemic, ECPHD tracks all COVID‐
19 tests performed for Edgar County residents. Tracking includes Edgar County residents who present to any 
healthcare facility with symptoms mee�ng the criteria for tes�ng, as provided by IDPH.  Upon no�ca�on that an 
Edgar County resident has been tested, ECPHD has specic protocols in place for contac�ng the person’s close 
contacts and determining the risk the sick person posed to the community.  In the event the Health Department is 
no�ed of a posi�ve case, staff will alert Horizon Health, ESDA, and the residents of Edgar County immediately.   
 
Edgar County ESDA is in constant communica�on with state and federal disaster relief efforts. They are key in 
nding and managing crucial supplies and equipment. They also help manage communica�on related to the 
COVID‐19 pandemic. All Edgar County residents should ensure they are enrolled in the WENS emergency 
no�ca�on system. To enroll, visit EdgarCountyIllinois.com. 
 
Horizon Health is holding the front line as your local healthcare leader. Numerous opera�onal changes have been 
made, including screening prior to building entry, development of a Respiratory Care Clinic, telehealth availability, 
and—most recently—development of a COVID‐19 unit. We understand that your access to healthcare is 
impera�ve. If you have any healthcare need, contact your primary care provider. If you feel you may be exhibi�ng 
symptoms of COVID‐19, visit MyHorizonHealth.org/coronavirus and complete our online risk assessment. Results 
are forwarded to a provider who will follow up with you via phone. 
 
As we move forward together through these uncertain �mes, please con�nue social distancing, please quaran�ne 
when you are not feeling well, and please stay respec�ul and kind to one another. 
 
Thank you for suppor�ng our organiza�ons, our community, and each other.  

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.
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LARRY MEEKS
CHRISMAN — Larry 

Charles Meeks, 73, of Chris-
man, passed away Thursday, 

March 26, 
2020, at 
IU Health 
B l o o m i n g -
ton Hospital, 
B l o o m i n g -
ton, Ind.

The family 
will hold a 
private funer-
al. Krabel Fu-
neral Home 
is in charge of 

the arrangements.
Memorial donations may 

be made to Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities of Cen-
tral Indiana.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

JERRY GROSS
CASEY — Jerry Max 

Gross, 84, of Casey, passed 
away at 11:45 a.m. Thursday, 

March 26, 
2020, at Ca-
sey Health 
Care Center.   

At his re-
quest there 
will be no 
s e r v i c e s . 
Markwell Fu-

neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

THOMAS GRISSOM
CASEY — Thomas Levi 

Grissom, 86, of Cape Coral, 
Fla., and formerly of Casey, 

passed away 
T h u r s d a y 
March 26, 
2020, at 
Hope Hos-
pice. 

A service 
will be held 
at more ap-
p r o p r i a t e 
time once the 
pandemic is 
cleared. His 

ashes will ultimately be laid 
to rest in Casey. Markwell Fu-
neral Home is assisting with 
the arrangements.  

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

LISA FITZSIMMONS
WEST UNION — Lisa 

Fitzsimmons, 49, of Hutson-
ville, died March 31, 2020, 

at Crawford 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital in 
Robinson.

No ser-
vices are 
planned at 
this time, but 
a memori-

al service may be held in the 
future. Prust-Hosch Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
goodw inef uneral homes.
com.

GWEN FASIG
MARTINSVILLE — 

Gwendolyn Louise Fasig, 90, 
of Martinsville, passed away 

at 4:16 p.m.  
T h u r s d a y , 
March 26, 
2020, at Re-
gional Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

The ser-
vice is limit-

ed to immediate family only. 
Burial is in Ridgelawn Cem-
etery. A public celebration 
of life will be at a later date. 
Greenwell Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Martinsville Bible 
Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

REBECCA BLACK
Rebecca A. Black, 66, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:17 
p.m., Sunday March 29, 2020, 

at Horizon 
Health/Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  She 
was a laborer 
at Unarco.  

Following 
cremation, a 
Celebration 

of life may be held at a later 

date after COVID-19. Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Black was born Aug. 
26, 1953, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Wayne and Wilma 
Ogle Cash. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Walter (Toni) Black of 
Paris, James (Amy) Black of In-
dianapolis, Ind., and Em Black 
of Portland, Ore.; her brother, 
Charlie (Vicki) Cash of Paris; 
her sister, Rachel Raymer; her 

grandchildren, Aidan Burnett, 
Richard Black, Ella Black, 
Charlie Black; and a foster 
grandson, Baby Roy.  

Mrs. Black was a member of 
the Paris Ward of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to American Cancer So-
ciety or Paris Carnegie Library.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — In 
light of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Congressman John 
Shimkus (R-15th District)  
has adjusted the submission 
guidelines for his 2020 Con-
gressional Art Competition.

Entries for the contest, 
which is open to high school 
students in the 15th Congres-
sional District are still due by 
May 4. However, artwork no 
longer should be delivered 
to one of Shimkus' offices. 
Instead, competitors are in-
structed to take high-resolu-
tion photos of their projects 

and submit them via email 
to kristen.shull@mail.house.
gov.

In addition to the photos in 
.jpg format, students should 
include their name, phone 
number and school as well 
as the title and description of 
their artwork.

“As I noted previously, this 
will be my last Congressional 
Art Competition, as I am re-
tiring at the end of the current 
term," Shimkus said. "I want 
to make this year's contest the 
best ever, and with students 
being stuck at home with so 
much time on their hands, 
I expect to see more entries 

than ever and, hopefully, 
some really spectacular art."

The winning work of art 
from the district will be dis-
played along with those from 
congressional districts around 
the country in Washington, 
D.C., in a tunnel that connects 
the Cannon House Office 
Building to the U.S. Capitol. 
Thousands of staff and visitors 
will see the artwork each day.

Acceptable mediums in-
clude: paintings, drawings, 
collages, prints, photographs, 
computer-generated art and 
mixed media. Artwork must 
be two-dimensional, no larger 
than 26 inches by 26 inches 

by four inches including the 
frame, cannot weigh more 
than 15 pounds, and must be 
original in content. A full list 
of guidelines is available at 
shimkus.house.gov/art.

The championship entry 
will be chosen by a panel from 
the district. In addition to be-
ing displayed in Washington 
— that artwork will also be 
featured on Shimkus' website 
and Facebook page.

Art teachers and participants 
may contact Kristen Shull in 
the congressman's Harrisburg 
office at (618) 252-8271 or via 
email at the address above for 
more information. 

Shimkus moving art competition online

A SPECIAL DELIVERY

Special to The Prairie Press

There was something very special in the mail recently for 
students enrolled in the early childhood education program at 
Crestwood. “Miss Charla” Beabout sent each student a special 
note addressed to them. The special delivery for Rickey Johnson 
brought a smile to his face.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County 
Clerk and Recorder’s of-
fice issued the following 
marriage licenses during 
March: Byron Duwayne 
Wombles and Kaylea Mi-
chelle Swinford, both of 
Paris; Kyle John Flem-
ing and Maghan Anne 
Moslander, both of 
Champaign; Austin Lee 
Armstrong and Hannah 
McKenzie Butler, both 
of Kansas; Rodney Allen 
Tatman and Cheyenne Mi-
chelle Doran, both of Par-
is; Adam Edward Sergent 
and Helane Patricia Baker, 
both of Paris; Michael Lee 
Walker and Jessica Dawn 
Walker, both of Paris; Kel-
ly Joe Raudabaugh and 
Danielle Rae Fitchpatrick, 
both of Chrisman; Gary 
Joshua Hoover and Rebec-
ca Jo Larrance, both of Par-
is; Matthew Bryce Nichols 
Sandiford, of Murray, Ky., 
and Avery Ellen Motley, of 
Kansas; Craig Alan Hodge 
and Cortney Cierra Craig, 
both of Chrisman; Tanner 

March marriage licenses
Allen Laughlin and Agnes 
Marie Wright, both of Paris; 
Jordon Mayo Keys and Kay-
la Ann Erwin, both of Par-
is; Cody Eugene Miles and 
Chelsey Lynn Ruth Horne, 
both of Ridge Farm.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



 As a lifelong Illinoisan, I have never felt 
prouder or safer to be a resident of this state. 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker and his administration 

are setting a precedent for 
pandemic response in a time 
of fear and uncertainty. 

I have felt the need to 
defend my home state in 
the past; explaining why I 
decided not to go out of state 
for college and why I didn’t 
move immediately after I 
got my degree: taxes are 
too high, the government is 
corrupt and the weather is 
notoriously awful.

But Illinois’ aggressive and informed 
COVID-19 response has me feeling vindi-
cated in my choice to remain. Our state and 
local government cares that we remain alive 
and make it through to the end of this crisis, 
which, as demonstrated by the state leaders 
in Texas and Florida, is not a given.

However, critics of Illinois government do 
have a point. As it stands, Illinois consistent-
ly ranks as one of the most corrupt states in 
the union. That’s, in large part, because we 
don’t elect our state officials: 80 percent of 
state-level races in Illinois went uncontested 
or were not really competitive due to parti-
san gerrymandering.

In Illinois, the elected officials who hold 
power draw districts that ensure their parties’ 
victories in the next election. Because many 
elected officials have their victories all but 
guaranteed, they rarely feel the voting booth 
consequences of the decisions (or lack of 
decisions) they make while in office. This 
grossly undermines the voting power of Illi-
nois residents and shuts out our voices.

Illinois has demonstrated that we are not 
afraid to lead when it comes to disaster re-
sponse. We should not be afraid to lead when 
it comes to ending partisan gerrymandering. 
Moves toward improved and less partisan 
gerrymandering have been passed in states 
such as Arizona, Colorado, California, Michi-
gan, Missouri and Ohio.

COVID-19 has demonstrated that who 
we elect to lead matters, especially in times 
of crisis. Illinoisans’ have demonstrated they 
know how to pick strong leaders in state-
wide races, and they should be empowered 
to do so up and down the ballot. Ensuring 
that Illinois legislators call the Fair Maps 
Amendment (HJRCA41 and SJRCA18) for 
a debate and vote would give Illinoisans a 
chance to end gerrymandering in Illinois — 
and according to the most recent Paul Simon 
Policy Institute Poll, 67 percent Illinoisans 
want this done.

Illinois has a future beyond COVID-19. 
We are in the middle of a public health 
crisis, but legislators still are constitutionally 
mandated to add questions onto the ballot 
by May 3. Once we are on the other side 
of the pandemic, Illinois legislators should 
continue to make Illinoisans proud by setting 
precedents for good government by ending 
partisan gerrymandering in our state. 

(Sarah Wasik is a project manager with 
CHANGE Illinois, a nonpartisan nonprofit 
that advocates for ethical and efficient govern-
ment.)

“What’s wrong with kids these 
days?” I hate that phrase.  

Lately, I hear young adults are 
too busy, or too self-involved, or 
just not joiners, yet everywhere 
I turn, I find evidence to the 
contrary. Yes, young adults are 
busy establishing a foothold on 
their version of the American 
Dream, but they are also involved 
in grass-roots efforts, donating 
to important programs and es-
tablishing practices that will have 
lasting global impact.

Perhaps rather than a lack 
of desire to serve, the next 
generation simply wants to be 
treated like adults by established 
members. As a traditional joiner, 
and I’ll admit I am one, we tend 
to enthusiastically extol our vast 
knowledge,  experiences and the 
virtues of membership in the 
largest service organization in the 
world, but we should be listen-
ing to the ideas and concerns of 
young adults to find ways the 
club can help.  

We should trust them to lead.
A fellow Lion once said, “If 

it matters to you, it matters to 
us.” That’s what membership 
is supposed to be, and why I 
continue to be a member of Paris 
Lions Club. The greatest impact 
of membership has been very 
personal.  

As my eyesight was deteriorat-
ing, I felt my usefulness dwindle 

and my purpose in life fade away.  
Through membership, my club 
gave me a voice and meaning-
ful value. The club members 
listened, they pitched in and they 
trusted me to lead.    

My children have scattered, 
and I can’t read newspapers, so 
I’m not as informed as I once 
was. To be a better member, I 
invite young adults to contact me 
on Facebook:  Lion Lori Bennett 
and share your ideas of how Li-
ons and others can better serve.  

Raise your voice.  If it matters 
to you, it matters to us.  

Lori Bennett,
Paris

Mismanagement and 
crisis are on Trump

You don’t govern in pie-in-the 
sky one day and begrudgingly 
help the next. You deal in reality, 
like Dr. Fauci said, “You don’t 
make the timeline, the virus 
makes the timeline.” 

The simple reason we don’t 
have enough tests, ventilators, 
masks or hospital gowns in the 
country is because our gov-
ernment didn’t care enough to 
implement measures Obama 
urged Trump to do in 2016. So 
doctors are now using plastic 
trash bags to cover themselves. 

They describe horrific scenes at 
their hospitals – doctors infected, 
nurses collapsing and refrigerated 
trucks to store the dead, while 
Trump lashes out at governors 
asking for help.

Even with a $2 trillion rescue 
plan America will be behind, soon 
to need much more as COVID-19 
spreads. So when Trump told 
governors to be appreciative of 
help I thought, “That’s your job – 
you act like it is your money.”

On March 27, he finally 
ordered the DPA to get GM 
to make the ventilators, which 
should have been done weeks ago. 
He doesn’t understand or care 
that delays equal deaths to our 
citizens.

We can recover quicker if every 
state is on the same page instead 
of doing everything piecemeal, 
as Bill Gates said. A national stay 
at home order is needed because 
you can’t grow the economy until 
you deal with the virus. And 
during the crisis a freeze on rents 
and utilities would help protect 
our people from Depression-like 
conditions, which would ensue 
the longer the virus stays.

A time might come when quar-
antine is necessary, and we’ll have 
to be ready for that, mentally and 
in every way imaginable. 

Anita Griffith
Vermilion
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Without classrooms, consequences of digital inequality become obvious
One of the problems Edgar 

County educators are facing due 
to the shutdown of our schools is 
something they have recognized for 
a long time — digital inequality for 
rural and poorer school districts.

Even before the shutdown, many 
of our Chrisman, Paris 95, Crest-
wood, Kansas and Shiloh students 
were experiencing difficulties com-
pleting routine homework assign-
ments because they lack the home 
Internet access many of us take for 
granted.

The lack of access to the Internet 
is hampering the school districts 
trying to maintain a semblance 
of instruction by offering course 
material online. While Shiloh 
provides Chromebooks to every 
student, Chrisman junior high and 
high schools students also have their 
own Chromebooks and Crestwood 
eighth graders each have their own 
Chromebook, Kansas, Paris High 
School, Mayo, Paris elementary, and 
the remainder of the Crestwood 
students do not have access to a 
computer, laptop or tablet unless 
they are in school. And while a ma-
jority of students may own a smart-
phone, it is hardly a device to use to 

complete assignments.
One of the solutions this past 

week for Paris students without a 
home computer was the free distri-
bution of Chromebooks and tablets 
on a first come, first serve basis to 
approximately 250 families. This 
will provide online access to lessons 
provided by the schools through the 
I-Ready as well as special projects 
planned by teachers.

In addition, yellow school buses 
are parked throughout the com-
munity, offering wireless Internet 
access for those who now may have 
a Chromebook to complete assign-
ments but no way to connect to 
the web at home. These hot spots 
will be discontinued once students 
return to school.

Federal Communications Com-
mission member Jessica Rosenwor-
cel has long been speaking to this 
issue. She is calling on the FCC to 
use funds earmarked for connecting 
schools and libraries to the Internet 
to provide schools with Internet hot 

spots for lending to students. Mem-
bers of Congress are urging their 
leadership to set aside dedicated 
funding to help the digital divide. 

When Illinois schools were closed 
by Gov. J.B. Pritzker on March 17, 
few school districts in the state had 
comprehensive — or any — e-learn-
ing plans. An analysis of 46 school 
districts by the Center for Rein-
vention Public Education found 
no district had, “a clear solution for 
ensuring that 100 percent of stu-
dents have a … device and reliable, 
long-term access to the Internet.”

The time has long passed for the 
country to open the door to the 
Internet for communities that are 
locked out. 

The lack of Internet access in poor 
and rural communities comes up 
again and again as educators talk 
about the pandemic, closing the 
digital divide and bringing all Amer-
icans into the information age. This 
will require a monumental effort on 
the scale of the federal project that 
brought electricity to rural areas 
in Edgar and Clark counties more 
than 75 years ago. Bringing access to 
the Internet for all will be similarly 
worth the effort.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

A different inequality

‘Kids these days’ are capable and caring
YOUR VIEW
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Many years ago when I was a young mother, 
my toddler son vanished from sight when I 
turned my back for a few seconds to water 

some flowers. Frantic, I ran to 
the street and looked in both 
directions, shrieking his name.

Nothing, nowhere. How 
could this be?

A few seconds passed when 
a police car suddenly materi-
alized.

“Did you lose your child?” 
the officer asked.

“Yes,” I nearly screamed. 
“Did you find him?”

“No,” he said, “but you have 
that look.”

Horror is what he saw. Thanks to a nearby 
jogger, JC was found a block away, gleefully 
chasing a cat that had wandered by during that 
blink of an eye when mine was turned else-
where. Happy ending. Lesson learned.

I’ve never forgotten the officer’s haunt-
ing words and the agonies they suggested. 
Apparently, he had seen the expression enough 
times to recognize it. I’ve thought of them again 
recently as I’ve begun to notice that look we can 
now ascribe to the coronavirus pandemic.

As I take my morning walks, I can see the 
faces. The hellos are polite, but the brows are 
deeply furrowed. They tell the story of a nation 
in shock, the fear and grief over the loss of the 
world they knew and may never know again.

The pandemic has created a new etiquette 
to go with That Look. It’s a mixture of politesse 
and pragmatism. Two strangers will smile 
and duck their heads almost bashfully as they 
attempt to dodge each other, as if to say: “I’m 

This is a story about two 
very different state legis-
lators, representing very 
different 
districts 
with the 
same 
strong be-
lief in hope 
during a 
time of 
anguish.

Some 
legislators 
are known 
for their 
lawmaking abilities and 
some are known for their 
constituent services. Rep. 
Tom Bennett (R-Gibson 
City) falls more into the 
latter category.

The always-cheerful Ben-
nett can attend as many as 
10 or 12 events on a week-
end day. His district is huge, 
stretching from just south 
of Streator all the way east 
and south to right above 
Danville. His constant 
travels caught up to him last 
year when he was in a bad 
one-car accident and broke 
several ribs. But his pace 
soon returned to normal.

All the events have one 
thing in common: They're 
put on by groups to raise 
money for worthy causes. 

"They're good people, 
trying hard," Bennett said, 
adding that he tries not 
to eat at every event he 
attends.

I reached out to Bennett 
to see if he was experiencing 
any withdrawal symptoms. 
He said he was keeping 
plenty busy.

He's visited restaurants 
throughout his sprawling 
district that have remained 
open for carry-out and 
delivery and has been high-
lighting their offerings on 
social media to help them 
stay afloat.

He's on numerous 
conference calls every day. 
He had been putting out 
a weekly newsletter, but 
it's now daily. Bennett, like 

The look of 
pandemic is in 
everyone’s eyes

Legislators 
should continue 
bipartisanship, end 
gerrymandering

KATHLEEN
PARKER
POLITICS AND  
CULTURE

See PARKER, Page 7A

Legislators 
find ways to 
stay busy

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A
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        Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call now to receive

FREE Shipping!
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 

Not valid with any other o� er or previous purchases.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVS-A181

Perfect for Mother’s Day! Mention Promo Code SPG20.

Special Offer FREE Shipping! 
Spring Basket Box 

ONLY

$2999*

+ FREE
Shipping

Mention Promo 
Code SPG20

Call 1-217-921-5669 to order item 836
or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00043

Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping. 
Only $29.99*, plus FREE Shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

Order by April 30th, 2020  for GUARANTEED Mother’s Day  delivery.

Volunteer of the Month

Brenda Wright

217-826-6152 • centralstateco.com

Thank you for all your hard work! 

Thank you!

More than  289 masks 
have been donated to 

nursing homes, 
assisted living centers, 

local hospital and clinic.

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Online Only Prime Farmland 
Auction - Edgar County, IL

40 +/- Acres Highly Productive Farmland, Sec. 25 Buck Twp. 

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Recreational Land & Country Homestead Auction
Edgar County, IL

53.23 +/- acres Exceptional Hunting Woodlands & 
3.418 +/- acres Country Homestead Offered in 2 Tracts

Saturday, October 20 - 10 AM Central

Tract 1: 53.23 +/- acres in Sec. 20 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of extraor-
dinary recreational woodlands & former 
pastureland. Tract offers exceptional 
Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and 
access to the Brouilletts Creek. 
Outstanding tract for promising future 
isolated country home building sites 
and/or the serious outdoorsman.

Sellers: Sellers: Deborah Allen & Phillip Bok 

Tract 2: 3.418 +/- acres in Sec. 17 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of a 1,288 
sq. ft. country home, a 46’x40’ metal 
pole barn and a old wooden corn crib. 
Great country location with many 
possibilities.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H 
Building, Paris, IL.41.11 tillable NHEL acres, Productivity Index 144 

Class A Soils & Open Tenancy!

Online Auction ends 
Wed., April 15th @ 10 AM Central

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Open daily from 12-7pm

All orders are to go orders ONLY

Be sure to LIKE We Li Kit Farmstand on Face-
book for daily specials and announcements,

14 homemade flavors to choose from. 
Homemade Waffle Cones and variety 
of  specialty teas and lemonades.

Open daily
 from 12-7pm

All orders are 
to go orders 

ONLY

Located in rural Edgar County at 
6164 N 925th Street Paris, IL

Be sure to LIKE We Li Kit Farmstand Be sure to LIKE We Li Kit Farmstand 
on Facebook for daily specials on Facebook for daily specials 

and announcements.and announcements.

so sorry. I’m sure you’re a 
very nice person, but you 
might also be a human drop-
let of viral death, so, if you’ll 
pardon the expression, get 
the hell away from me. Sorry”

Then comes worse 
news. MIT professor Lydia 
Bourouiba has published an 
academic article suggesting 
that virus-infused droplets 
can travel as far as 27 feet. 
Her critics say that if such 
were the case, we’d all be sick 
by now, which is about as 
consoling as hearing House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Ca-
lif.) say, “Testing, testing, 
testing.”

The silver lining? That’s 
easy: Families are staying 
home, cooking and eating 
meals together. Parents 
are home-schooling and 
probably not loving it but 
surely appreciating their 
kids’ teachers a bit more. We 
no longer debate quality vs. 
quantity time with so much 
of both going around. People 
also have more time to think, 

reflect, read, create and 
complete long-postponed 
home projects of importance 
— such as binge-watching 
“Ozark.”

But, the easy part is now 
over. The two-week shelter-
in-place staycation — which 
many people needed anyway 
to catch up on sleep or pay 
their taxes — has run its 
course. The harder, longer, 
home-alone slog is just 
beginning and could last two 
months. Which raises the 
question: How long can pre-
viously free-ranging Amer-
icans remain sane under, 
essentially, house arrest?

Meanwhile, we’ve become 
subject to an incessant bar-
rage of terrible news, as well 
as the daily press briefings 
conducted by President 
Trump, whose sudden flair 
for verbiage rivals that of the 
late Fidel Castro, who would 
speak for hours and hours 
while his subjects probably 
feigned rapt attention. One 
can’t help noticing, too, that 
many of Trump’s team mem-
bers seem careful to preface 
their remarks with accolades 

for the president’s incredible 
leadership.

Those remarks are the 
opposite of reassuring, but 
you also get the idea the 
president relishes the salutes. 
Recall when Trump, having 
witnessed North Koreans sit 
up at attention to their su-
preme leader, Kim Jong Un, 
remarked that he’d like for 
his people to do the same to 
him? Well, hello, pandemic. 
Trump has also recently said 
that Democratic governors, 
“have to treat us well,” if they 
want face masks and ventila-
tors. One dares not cross the 
supreme leader, one reckons.

Trump’s transformation, 
from first calling the virus 
a hoax to trying to use it as 
leverage, only adds to the de-
spair many are feeling. How 
can a country survive this test 
when its chief executive so 
lacks the virtues of leader-
ship?

What’s clear from this 
reckoning and others to come 
is that, contra the we’re-all-in-
this-together mantra, we’re all 
on our own. This means we 
need to wipe That Look off 
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most legislators, is also 
fielding urgent calls from 
constituents.

Bennett has two district 
offices and they've been open 
from 7:30 or 8 in the morn-
ing until well past supper 
during the crisis, he said.

"I get my batteries charged 
by listening to people talk 
about what's going on in their 
lives," he said. "It's the best 
job I've ever had and I've had 
some good jobs. But this is...
good."

Meanwhile, one of the 
most frustrating parts of 
this pandemic is the insane 
uncertainty about almost 
everything.

The state legislative session 
is just one of a multitude of 
events that have been upend-
ed by the crisis. We simply 
have no precedent to rely on 
here. And Senate President 
Don Harmon made an in-
teresting point when I asked 
him if he was keeping in 
contact with House Speaker 
Michael Madigan.

"I try to stay in touch with 
him," said Harmon, who was 
sworn into the chamber's 
presidency just a couple of 
months ago. Madigan has 
been running his chamber for 
decades and was first elected 
to the House when Harmon 
was not yet four years old.

"It's strange that the first 
big crisis is something neither 
he nor I have experienced. 
I thought everything I'd go 
through the speaker would 
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have already been through."
Harmon, who's known as a 

policy wonk, said he's doing 
some work in his home at the 
dining room table or at a desk 
in the family room. The Dem-
ocratic leader all but closed 
his district office, which is 
less than a mile away from his 
Oak Park house, so he spends 
a lot of time there.

I asked the rookie presi-
dent what the lowest point of 
the past few weeks has been 
for him.

"I think the starkest point 
was the realization that I 
was being asked to make 
decisions that would literally 
affect people's health in such 
a material way. That was a 
sobering moment."

Asked what has inspired 
him the most, Harmon said 
it would have to be, "the 
willingness of everyone to 
put aside the usual points 
of bickering. I think [Senate 
Republican Leader] Bill 
Brady and I are going to have 
a much more productive 
relationship in the long term 
because it was forged in this 

odd time, when we had a 
responsibility greater than to 
our caucus or to our party, 
but to the state and to the 
country and to the world.

"And I've seen that with 
Democrats and Republicans. 
I've seen that among the 
factions in the Democratic 
caucus. Almost universally 
people are very willing to 
put aside whatever petty 
grievances they may have 
had before and ask all the 
right questions. What can 
we be doing together to help 
our state and our neighbors 
through this?"

Harmon also praised the 
governor for acting capably 
and for being, "very attentive 
to the needs of the legislature 
and the caucuses. So, I'm 
hoping all of these relation-
ships will be stronger because 
of this, once we return to 
normal times."

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

our faces and focus on staying 
well — inside our respective 
dwellings, comforted by the 
prospect that the curve will 
flatten and the virus will 
subside in time for the body 
politic to heal itself on Elec-
tion Day. It really has become 
a matter of life and death.

(Kathleen Parker is a 
politically conservative-leaning 
columnist for The Washington 
Post. Email her at kparker@
washpost.com.)

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Ini-
tial steps converting Chica-
go’s McCormick Place into 
an alternate care facility are 
completed, Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
announced Friday. Patients 
who have contracted the 
novel coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, could receive 
treatment there as soon as 
next week, his administration 
said.

It is one of four in the state. 
The others include the former 
Advocate Sherman Hospi-
tal Campus in Elgin, Metro 
South Health Center in Blue 

Island, and Westlake Hospi-
tal in Melrose Park. The field 
hospitals will help ensure Chi-
cago-area hospitals do not get 
overwhelmed by a growing 
number of coronavirus pa-
tients.

Illinois is additionally ac-
quiring Vibra Hospital in 
Springfield to treat residents 
in the state’s central region.

McCormick Place can now 
treat 500 non-intensive care 
patients in rooms measur-
ing 10 square feet. Almost 
15 nursing stations as well as 
medical supply storage and 
pharmacy areas are also fin-
ished.

That capacity will increase 
to 3,000 patients by the end 
of April, when more beds and 
medical personnel are added.

“Monumental, round-the-

clock dedication got this done 
before we need it — prepar-
ing for saving lives in the event 
things become as bad as some 
have predicted,” the governor 
said in a release. “From the 
bottom of my heart, I want 
to thank the Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Illinois Na-
tional Guard, FEMA and all 
our hardworking union trades 
people. In one week’s time, the 
heroes who came together to 
make this possible built us a 
facility larger than the largest 
hospital in Illinois.”

The Pritzker administration 
said in a release almost 140 
contracted personnel from 
Illinois and other states will 
staff McCormick Place, which 
is separated into three units – 
the one that is completed with 
tri-walled spaced for up to 500 

low-acuity patients; a Unit 2 
that will allow for open-space 
care for up to 1,750 fully mo-
bile, low-acuity patients; and a 
Unit 3 with negative-pressure 
isolation pods for up to 750 
patients exhibiting high trans-
mission symptoms.

At the same briefing Fri-
day, the Department of Pub-
lic Health announced an 
additional 1,209 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Illinois, 
bringing the state total to 8,904 
cases in 64 counties. DeWitt, 
Effingham and Jersey counties 
are now reporting cases.

According to a release, 53 
residents — in Christian, 
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kanka-
kee, Lake and Will counties 
— died over a 24-hour peri-
od. So far, 210 Illinoisans have 
died from COVID-19.

Phase one of McCormick Place field hospital complete
IDPH announces 
1,209 new COVID-19 
cases, 53 deaths
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When it comes to college athlet-
ics — specifically college football, 
the people who run the show are 
typically awarded a luxury of tone 
deafness that makes outsiders ques-
tion the persona of virtue, heroism, 
leadership and educational excel-
lence that college sports has created 
for itself. 

With the COVID-19 virus bring-
ing the least accountable elements 
of society to their knees, college 
sports has no choice but to pay at-
tention and react with common 
sense. 

Conference basketball tourna-
ments went from being in full swing 
on a Wednesday night to all of col-
lege sports being cancelled in a span 
of 16 hours. 

This now brings us to the largest 
cash cow of the college sports in-
dustrial complex: College football.

As COVID-19 continues to rip 
through the United States, it’s time 
to discuss the dreaded in every col-
lege football fan’s mind: Will we 
have a football season in 2020? 

CANCEL THE SEASON
Cancelling the season is the eas-

iest option on the table but like-
ly won’t happen  without a fight. 
ESPN 

ESPN analyst Kirk Herbstreit re-
cently discussed this option on the 
air. 

“I’ll be shocked if we have NFL 
football this fall, if we have college 
football. I’ll be so surprised if that 
happens,” Herbstreit said.“Just be-
cause from what I understand, peo-
ple that I listen to, you’re 12 to 18 
months from a [coronavirus] vac-
cine. I don’t know how you let these 
guys go into locker rooms and let 
stadiums be filled up and how you 
can play ball,” Herbstreit said, not-
ing if he was the NFL commissioner 
or NCAA president, he would shut 
it down ASAP — 

Yes, the season is 22 weeks away 
but there is no light at the end of 
this COVID-19 tunnel. 

There are also questions how 
long coaches need to prepare their 
teams for the physical toll of not 
just the season, but practice. Sev-
eral coaches speculated their teams 
need 4-6 weeks for conditioning 
before they even begin to practice. 
Then they have to practice for an-
other 4 weeks before the season 
begins. What this means is that 

you might need college campuses 
to open about 8 to 10 weeks before 
the season begins. 

Another added complication is 
the expected second wave of the vi-
rus that could strike in the fall. 

PLAY IN THE SUMMER
Playing a season in the summer 

was bandied about by Michael 
Smith at Sports Business Journal.

Amid a growing concern the 
college football season could be 
pushed back or even canceled, an 
alternative could come into play — 
moving the season up to July, Au-
gust and September. 

Every other scenario has the 
season starting later in the fall, at a 
time when the coronavirus could 

be returning for another round of 
infections as the cool weather re-
turns and a vaccine most likely un-
available until 2021. But staging an 
abbreviated college football season 
in the summer presents an opportu-
nity to play games when the warm 
weather could help prevent the 
spread of the virus.

In order for this to happen, col-
lege administrators must feel feel 
comfortable opening their campus-
es by mid-May to June so the play-
ers can get the necessary practice 
time. This does not seem possible. 

PLAY IN THE FALL
To start season on time, college 

campuses must be open by July 1.  
If there is a vaccine or if the treat-

ments drugs are still not available, a 
single case anywhere on any college 
campus — much less a team — will 
force the closure of college campus-
es bringing the season to a halt.

The same goes if they attempt 
to start a season in mid-October 
where they only play conference 
games. Campuses must be open by 
mid-August to Sept. 1. 

If no vaccines or treatment drugs 
are widely available, a single case of 
COVID-19 will end the season. A 
fall season is also at the mercy of a 
second wave hitting.

Fall is much more plausible than 
playing in the Summer. But fitting 
a season between unpredictable 
waves of COVID-19 is difficult to 
plan for.

A WINTER AND SPRING 2021 SEASON
At this point, if the 2020 season 

gets pushed to early 2021, college 
administrators must take the NFL 
Draft, the NCAA Tournament and 
the Fall 2021 season into account. 

Let’s say the season is to begin on 
Feb. 13, 2021. We have 12 games 
in 13 weeks. Rivalry weekend is set 
for May 8, 2021. Conference cham-
pionships are set for May 15, 2021. 
The College Football Playoff is set 
for May 22, 2021 with the Nation-
al Championship set for Memorial 
Day Weekend.

A spring season also gives us a 
great chance of having fans in atten-
dance at games. 

From a COVID-19 perspective, a 
spring season seems like the best al-
ternative. But even this will be met 
with resistance. 

Given the tremendous issues 
COVID-19 presents, the NFL Draft 
and a conflict with NCAA Tour-
nament should likely be brushed 
aside. 

The issues of player safety with 
players playing 20-24 games in a 10-
12 months span, however, will not 
be taken lightly. 

COVID-19 presents enormous 
challenges for everyone associated 
with college sports. 

Getting a football season in will 
require everyone who plans the 
sport to think outside their usual-
ly box of when the season can take 
place. 

It will require a level of fluidity 
that we have never seen from the 
sport: Fans might not be allowed 
in stadiums; the season might have 
to move to an orthodox point in the 
calendar; recruiting, training and 
practice might also have to see sig-
nificant changes.

There is no easy fix here because 
those who are in charge of college 
football can’t hide and look away. 
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PHS girls 
named 
to team
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The honors just keep 
coming for members of the 
Paris Lady Tiger basketball 
team. A pair of senior Lady 
Tigers were named to a 
prestigious all-star team 
Tuesday, March 31.

The Illinois Basketball 
Coaches’ Association(IB-
CA) announced its all-star 
teams earlier this week.

Sarah Isaf and Kar-
rington Krabel each earned 
a spot on the 2019-2020 
1A/2A south squad. 

The association holds an 
all-star game annually in 
the month of June in Pon-
tiac. 

The game this year has 
already been cancelled due 
to health concerns. 

This is not the first time 
that these two ladies were 
recognized by the IBCA.

Isaf was named to the 
IBCA Class 2A first team. 
She was introduced at the 
IHSA Class 1A and 2A 
state tourney in February. 

Krabel earned third-
team honors for their con-
tributions to a Lady Tiger 
team that finished with a 
34-1 record. 

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

IESA cancels activities
Elementary association says there’s no way they can hold state meets, competitions
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Illinois Elementary 
School Association (IESA) 
has made the difficult deci-
sion to cancel all remaining 
state series activities — but 
Mayo Middle School Athletic 
Director Mick Roberts isn’t 
surprised. 

Ther decision was made 
during a telephone confer-
ence call Friday, April 3, with 
the IESA Board of Directors.

“This is sad day for all of us 
associated with the IESA, our 
students, and our member 
schools,” said Steve Endsley, 
IESA Executive Director. 
“The last thing we want to do 
is cancel events which impact 
students and schools.” 

The bowling state series, 
the scholastic bowl state se-
ries and the music events 
were scheduled to take place 
during the time when schools 

are closed by the mandate of 
the Gov. J.B. Prtizker. The sec-
tional track and field meets 
were scheduled for May 8-9 
and May 15-16 with the state 
meets scheduled for May 15-
16 and May 22-23. 

None will be rescheduled.
“If schools re-open on May 

1, it would be practically im-
possible for schools to con-
duct practices and regular 
season track meets prior to 
the sectional meets,” Ends-
ley said. “To ask students to 
compete without any practice 
time or regular season meets 
would jeopardize the health 
and safety of the very kids we 
serve.” 

Endsley emphasized ev-
eryone must remember the 
COVID-19 situation “is big-
ger than any school event.” 

“Our hope is that schools 
and students are able to re-
turn to the fields, diamonds, 

and courts this fall and we can 
cheer on our teams, hear the 
wonderful sound of official’s 
whistles and watch team-
mates celebrating victories,” 
said Endsley.

Roberts said given the 
shorter season for track and 
the number of students and 
parents who attend scholastic 
bowl competitions as well as 
solo and ensemble music con-
test and band contest, “there 
was really no choice.”

Scholastic bowl teams have 
been competing since Janu-
ary, Roberts said. “Our track 
teams got about two weeks of 
practices in before everything 
was shut down. We weren’t 
able to have any meets,” he 
noted.

Students involved in solo 
and ensemble instrumental 
and vocal contest — which 
was scheduled at the end of 
March — had been practicing 

their selections since after the 
first of the year.

Roberts said while the 
IESA announcement came 
as no surprise, he was taken 
aback the elementary asso-
ciation made the decision 
to cancel all sponsored ac-
tivities before the Illinois 
High School Association 
(IHSA).

The IHSA has made no de-
cision about the future of the 
spring sports seasons — base-
ball, softball, boys tennis and 
boys and girls track. 

According to the IHSA’s 
latest update at www.ihsa.org, 
even though Illinois schools 
remain closed through April 
30th, “we remain optimistic 
that a May 1 return to school, 
followed by a to-be-deter-
mined acclimatization prac-
tice period, can still result in 
a truncated spring season that 
culminates with IHSA State 

Series tournaments and the 
crowning of state champions 
in June.”

The statement concludes 
by noting the IHSA is “also 
realistic in recognizing that 
any further school postpone-
ments, or the cessation of 
physical school attendance 
for the remainder of the year, 
will almost certainly result in 
the cancellation of all remain-
ing IHSA sports and activities 
this school year.”

Roberts said this is un-
known territory for all ex-
tracurricular activities and 
sports. 

The Paris 95 projects at 
Allen Field have been slowed 
because of social distancing. 
The new basketball court was 
poured this week and work is 
continuing on the new base-
ball field. 

“Hopefully things will get 
done before the fall,” he said.

College football season in limbo

Photo courtesy of University of Illinois

The pageantry of college football — and the excitement of University of Illinois 
football — is in jeopardy, thanks to the COVID-19 virus. It is possible the 2020 
season may be cancelled, postponed or played during the winter.

Let’s have that difficult 
conversation about the 
2020 college season

I DON’T KNOW HOW YOU LET THESE  
GUYS GO INTO LOCKER ROOMS AND  

LET STADIUMS BE FILLED UP AND HOW 
YOU CAN PLAY BALL.”

KIRK HERBSTREIT
ESPN ANALYST OHIO STATE FOOTBALL ALUM

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. 
(AP) — Illinois has barred 
all activities at state parks, 
fish and wildlife areas, 
recreational areas and his-
toric sites in another move 
to stem the spread of the 
coronavirus.

Colleen Callahan, direc-
tor of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es, said in a statement that 
hunters and anglers aren’t 
allowed to receive refunds 
on state-issued permits or 
permit transfers due to ad-
ministrative guidelines un-
der the state wildlife code.

“We understand the 
problems these laws cre-
ate for our sportsmen and 
sportswomen and are re-
viewing all possible solu-
tions,” Callahan said.

With proper state autho-
rization, people can still 
hunt and fish on private-
ly-owned open properties 
as Illinois continues issuing 
restrictions to curb the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19, 
the Journal-Star reported 
Thursday.

In southern Illinois, the 
federal government closed 
Garden of the Gods Recre-
ation Area and Bell Smith 
Springs Trailhead in the 
Shawnee National Forest.

For most people, the 
coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms, 
which can include fever 
and cough but also milder 
cases of pneumonia, some-
times requiring hospital-
ization. The risk of death is 
greater for older adults and 
people with other health 
problems.

Spring wild turkey sea-
son will start on Monday in 
the state’s south zone and 
April 13 in the north zone.

The state’s spring 
trout-fishing season begins 
on Saturday. Illinois sites 
will be stocked, but remain 
closed.

State bans 
state park 
activities
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OXTAIL SOUP: THE UNDISCOVERED COMFORT FOOD

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

Oxtail soup provides a rich, meaty-flavored base for vegetable soup and other dishes and creates a hearty comfort food in 
times of trouble. It may take some effort for consumers to obtain a beef tail but the end result is worth the time.

About eight weeks ago I was at the 
Redmon Pit Stop Café along with sev-
eral ladies from Brocton on a Tuesday 
morning. We all sat 
at the middle table 
enjoying coffee, tea, 
breakfast and conver-
sation. These are the 
same ladies who used 
to meet in Brocton 
at the Village Pump 
before it closed, and it 
is a great way to catch 
up on the local news, 
especially for me, as I 
am not on Facebook. 

While there, Ruthie Winschief 
Erwin, asked about my mother-in-law 
June Patchett, and said she had found a 
letter addressed to June. Ruthie collects 
cookbooks and has more than 300. The 
letter was stuck in between some of 
June’s cookbooks and Ruthie gave it to 
me. I am so glad she did. 

Apparently, the letter was in reference 
to a recipe my mother-in-law submitted 
for a cookbook titled “Meats by the 
Home Economics Teachers” and one 
of the recipes in the book was June’s 
version of oxtail soup.  

The letter had a return address from 
D. Irwin of Grass Lake, Michigan, 
with a postage stamp of five cents and 
was postmarked Aug. 26, 1964. It was 
addressed to Mrs. June Jaeger Patchett 
at Young American High School in Met-
calf, Illinois and on the left hand bottom 
of the envelope it said Please Forward. 
The letter read as follows:

Dear Mrs. Patchett,
I just wanted you to know how well 

we liked your recipe for Oxtail Soup 
which I found in the cookbook of Meats 
by the Home Economics Teachers. It 
was enjoyed by everyone even though it 
was the first time I had ever made it. We 

During times of crises, 
prompt access to accurate 
information is the key to 
overcoming the adversity. 
This week India created a 
COVID-19 Fact Check divi-
sion of their Public Informa-
tion Bureau. 

When faced with adversity 
we hunger for information. 
The need is so strong we’ll fill 
it from any readily available 
source. Snake oil salesmen 
through history have made 
fortunes taking advantage of 
human nature. In a crisis, only 
the strongest take the step 
back to ask if it even makes 
sense.

The COVID-19 Pandemic 
is exposing the worst human 
reactions to crisis. Rumors 
and innuendo cloud good 
judgement. During World 
War II, the U.S. War Advertis-
ing Agency created the phrase 
“Loose Lips Sink Ships” as a 
way to emphasize beating the 
enemy depends on all of us.

In a crisis, rumors are 
treated as facts and spread 
faster than an exponentially 
increasing curve.  Trying to 
get out in front is why good 
leadership is transparent and 
shares simple un-convoluted 
facts. Churchill and Roosevelt 
epitomized filling the infor-
mation void to stay ahead 
of rumors and prepare the 
public with straight talk.

Locally, well-intentioned 

citizens created a Facebook 
Group to share information 
on the corona virus. The 
hunger for information is so 
great that within days there 
were 2,000 members from 
across the globe. It became 
unmanageable. 

We don’t handle sensory 
deprivation well. Teachers are 
taught the power of wait-time 
in college. When a question is 
asked of a group and no one 
answers, the natural reaction 
is the questioner gives the 
answer. If a group leader 
asks a question and then just 
waits, the dynamic changes. 
At 4 seconds of dead air the 
audience squirms, before 10 
seconds goes by someone 
breaks and will share. It also 
forces everyone to self-reflect. 
Humans will find a way to fill 
an information void.

Accurate information from 
credible sources is needed 
during this COVID-19 
pandemic. This article is not 
an attempt to explain cutting 
edge facts. That needs to be 
sourced from true experts. 
A couple of examples may 
show the danger of making 
decisions based on social 
information.

When COVID-19 became 
a worldwide crisis, a rumor 
spread that using ibuprofen 
for fever could be deadly. 
Only aspirin or Tylenol 
(acetaminophen) were safe. It 

was not true, but well-mean-
ing citizens filled social media 
and within hours every pain 

reliever shelf 
was wiped 
out, except 
ibuprofen 
was left 
untouched. 
The irony is 
ibuprofen 
is actually 
somewhat 
better for 
high fever. 

Tracing 
the rumor back, it was based 
on a single study postulating 
if ibuprofen use should be 
reviewed. It reduces inflam-
mation and combined with 
the steroids used for respi-
ratory failure there was a 
question about a potential for 
an interaction. 

A French minister jumped 
on Twitter and faster than 
a speeding bullet it went 
viral. Even the World Health 
Organization was misled for a 
few hours. No one stopped to 
question where it came from, 
or to crosscheck.

Once false information is 
out of the bottle, it’s not going 
back in. It is more difficult 
to unlearn than to learn. 
Once an idea is accepted, the 
cognitive dissonance created 
to unlearn means we usually 
won’t. 

Another myth concerns the 

source of the new novel virus. 
We know it first infected the 
population in the Wuhan, 
China. There is a high likeli-
hood it mutated and jumped 
from a bird population. Birds 
do carry a variety of corona 
viruses similar to the cold and 
flu virus infecting humans. 
Scientists are still verifying 
this likely origin.  

A rumor keeps surfac-
ing that it was a manmade 
bioweapon that got loose, 
because it only targets the 
oldest. Again take a moment 
to apply logic. Those with 
the weakest immune system 
and are physically rundown 
have the least ability to fight 
through the infection. Its why 
lions prey first on the young-
est, oldest or crippled buffalo 
in the herd. 

Rumors of race differen-
tiation keep circulating that 
some races are immune and 
some susceptible. Not true. 
No one has immunity prior 
to the outbreak of a mutat-
ed virus. In social conflict, 
dehumanizing or villainizing 
the opponent is a standard 
technique. The Germans did 
it to the Jews, We did it to the 
Japanese and Vietnamese.

The rumor mill fills faster 
than the fires can be put out. 
Question whose agenda does 
it serve? Does it even make 
sense? Some are more dan-
gerous than an Internet tide 

pod challenge going viral. 
A YouTube video claims 

inhaling hot air from a blow 
dryer will kill the virus in 
the throat while stating the 
information is from a reliable 
source, but that source is 
never cited. Other viral posts 
claim massive water satu-
ration dilutes the virus, so 
drinking water by the quart 
every 15 minutes will keep 
the virus out of the throat. 
Again, not true.

Eating healthy is important 
and getting adequate rest 
helps build and strengthen 
the immune system. But be 
realistic. Opportunists are 
rampant and greed is a power-
ful motivator. Hucksters are 
marketing zinc, vitamins, 
teas and essential oils, none 
of which have any proof 
they can cure the infection. 
Eating massive amount of raw 
garlic isn’t a salvation, except 
perhaps guaranteeing an 
enforced social isolation. 

A healthy diet with a good 
balance of nutrients is import-
ant, but not a cure. 

Other social wives tales 
circulating include taking 
extremely hot baths to kill 
the virus. Pouring alcohol 
or bleach over the skin kills 
active viruses inside the body. 
Gargling with Clorox is a pro-
tection – please don’t. When 
mosquitoes come out they’ll 
be carriers. None of it works 

or is true. Take a minute to 
think about why these things 
don’t make sense. 

The best we can do is keep 
social distancing, practice 
good hygiene by washing our 
hands and keeping them away 
from the face where contam-
ination can get access to the 
respiratory system.

Governors, mayors and the 
federal government are giving 
daily press conferences. 
They’re trying to share factual 
information. Some may be 
better communicators. but all 
are trying to paint a realis-
tic picture and push down 
rumors. 

In times of crisis, use the 
head, not emotions. Stop to 
question and take advantage 
of fact checking sites online 
and get authoritative informa-
tion from websites operated 
by the Center for Disease 
Control, the World Health 
Organization, the Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
or the Edgar County Health 
Department. Facebook and 
other social media are not re-
liable sources of information.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Let’s keep our heads, and logic, during the pandemic

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Old recipe back in vogue

RUTH
PATCHETT
COOKING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY

live on a farm and have our own meat. 
Never before did I keep this cut of meat 
but gave it away. I’m sure this will never 
happen again thanks to you.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Donald Irwin

I took the letter with me the next 
time I went to see June at the Chrisman 
Pleasant Meadows Nursing Home and 
read it to her. June is soon to be 99 and 
her mind is not as sharp as it once was. 
She remembered her father, William 
“Bill” Jaeger always made oxtail soup but 
did not recall the specifics other than it 
was a base for vegetable soup. 

She was born in 1921 and grew up 
during the Depression so I am sure every 
cut of meat was used by her family. June 
talked about her father being a good 
cook, but I had never once heard her 
mention his oxtail soup. 

That very same weekend, while 
reading the Feb. 29 issue of The Wall 
Street Journal, I found an article on the 
use of oxtail by Kathleen Squires titled 
“Simmer Until Sublime.” She mentioned 
oxtail is the tail from any kind of cattle 
and not necessarily oxen. 

According to her, oxtail soup is now 
being served at classy restaurants across 
the United States. Her column was 
interesting and one can go online to read 
all about oxtail, as it seems to be the in 
thing at this moment. 

Obtaining oxtail may be problematic. 
It is often difficult to find soup bones 
for vegetable soup, which in my opinion 
is an absolute necessity. Once on a 
mission to find soup bones I went to five 
different grocery stores in Champaign 
with no luck but found them later at the 
Edgar County Locker. Check there for 
oxtail bones, but be prepared to go onto 
a waiting list. 

Lucas Grocery Store in Oakland is 
where I go to find soup bones now, as 

it is closer for me and I can buy other 
groceries there while shopping. They 
will customize what you need.

When I asked the manager, Heide, if 
the store had oxtail, she said not current-
ly, but she did put my name down on a 
waiting list with a promise to call when 
it was available. She said it is a prized 
piece of meat as the flavor is so rich and 
she always uses it for making beef and 
noodles. 

After about a two-week wait I pur-
chased two pounds of oxtail, which I 
used to make my own version of oxtail 
vegetable soup. Using the article from 
The Wall Street Journal, “The Joy of 
Cooking Cook Book” and “The Marie 
Antoinette Pope Cookbook,” along with 

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

This letter from 1964 sent Ruth 
Patchett on a quest to reproduce her 
mother-in-law’s oxtail soup recipe. June 
Patchett submitted the recipe for a 
cookbook titled “Meats by the Home 
Economics Teachers,” which prompted 
a fan letter about how good the soup 
tasted.

See PATCHETT, Page 8B

Murt is a friend of mine 
with a problem. He saw 
something strange and 

hardly 
believable, 
something 
so spec-
tacular, 
remark-
able and 
unexpect-
ed that 
he’d love 
to share 
and dis-
cuss with 

anyone interested. Trouble 
is, many people tend to 
laugh and chastise, which 
makes him hesitant.

“You should write about 
it in your newspaper col-
umn,” he quipped. “I wish 
you would.”

“But is it humor?” I 
replied. “I try to make 
people chuckle.”

“Well, maybe,” he coun-
tered, “but I know what I 
saw. It was real.”

Murt is from Newman, 
the peaceful little Douglas 
County town a mile or 
so from the northwest 
tip of Edgar County. The 
Brocton elevator adorns 
the near horizon looking 
southeast. Tall windmills 
will soon fill the sky in 
all directions. Pure corn 
belt country. Prairie land. 
Flatter than a pancake.

Well . . . not quite flat. 
The last ice-age glacier de-
posited some discernable 
ridges called moraines as 
it melted when receding 
northward 10,000 years 
ago. One of these ridges is 
the Cerra Gordo Moraine, 
clearly visible three miles 
north of Newman.  

Nestled neatly among 
trees atop this ridge is the 
Fairfield Church, a gor-
geous, well-maintained, 
old white chapel with tall 
steeple pointing skyward. 
Beside it, the sprawling 
Fairfield Cemetery still 
functions, adding new 
denizens every year. The 
chapel, erected in 1869, 
stands majestically, but 
recently abandoned and 
empty.

There came a day when 
Murt was in contact with 
an acquaintance from 
Paris, the Edgar County 
seat. He describes her as 
a nice elderly friend. She 
engaged in a conversa-
tion about the beautiful 
church, expressing her 
desire to visit out of 
curiosity.  

She’d heard it still 

Did we 
discover a 
new ghost?  

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

It’s April and soon we 
will be confronted with 
the questions of fertilizing. 
How 
much? 
When? 
What 
kind? How 
to apply it? 

Look-
ing at the 
fertilizer 
section 
in stores 
selling 
plants just 
adds to the confusion. 
There are so many designer 
fertilizers for sale labeled for 
specific plants. Examples 
are rose food, tomato food, 
rhododendron food, etc. It 
doesn’t have to be that hard.

First, some general infor-
mation. Fertilizer may be 
applied to the surface of the 
soil or lightly scratched into 
the top inch. Rain, time 
and earthworms will do the 
rest. No rain? Simply water 
the plants until the ground 
is moist, about an inch per 
week.

The directions for 
synthetic fertilizers call 
for multiple applications 
during the growing season 
because they are too potent 
to apply all at once. They 
will burn the plant. They 
also dissolve quickly in the 
soil and the excess washes 
away causing environmen-
tal problems downstream, 
so please follow the package 
directions precisely.

Slow release or con-
trolled release synthetic 
fertilizer may be a better 
choice. Such products con-
trol how fast the nutrients 
are released and can usually 
be applied once per season.

Organic fertilizer comes 
from things like plants, 
animals or natural miner-
als. Apply them once per 
season. They work in one 
of two ways. Some are slow 
to dissolve in water, while 
others are eaten by micro-
organisms in the soil that 
convert the nutrients into a 
form useable by plants.

Organic fertilizer comes 
as pellets or some type of 
meal made from seeds. 
Two examples are soybean 
meal and cottonseed meal; 
however, the pellets are 
easier to apply.

Some gardeners prefer 
using purchased or home-
made compost. It is slow 
release, but the nutrient 
level is so low it is not 

Properly 
using 
fertilizer

See PHIPPS, Page 2B

JAN
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GARDENER
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!
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Fri 04/10
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w/apples, 

sweet potato 
casserole,

fruited dressing
green beans & 

roll

Always 
Homemade

NEW HOURS
until further 

notice
Wed-Fri  9-2

CLOSED 
SATURDAY

Wed 04/08
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 04/09
Spaghetti w/
meatsauce,

7-layer salad
 & garlic toast
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116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL  (West side of the square) 

 Carry-out & delivery ONLY Carry-out & delivery ONLY
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Thanks to Dr. Jeremy 
Larson for his lead-
ership during the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and helping to keep 
all Paris students 
safe, healthy, fed 
and access to learn-
ing activities.

$750BASE FEE

60,000 CASES

5 IllInoIS oFFICES

PlUS FIlInG FEE

SInGlE CH7

PAYMEnT PlAnS

ILLINOIS’ LARGEST BANKRUPTCY
ONLY LAW FIRM

We are a debt relief agency. We help
people file for bankruptcy relief under

the Bankruptcy Code.

WWW.BCYHELP.COM

OSTLING &
ASSOCIATES

FREE ConSUlTATIon

345-2525
Toll FREE 844-593-4203Lars Eric Ostling

I must admit I have en-
joyed the blessings of being 
born and raised in the most 

advanced and 
prosperous 
country in 
the world. 
Americans 
for genera-
tions have 
been so 
favored.  

I do re-
member as a 
child, taking 
trips from 

where we lived in Michigan, 
the bustling motor capital 
of the planet, back to where 
my grandparents lived in the 
poorer South. Out in the 
countryside, before they had 
indoor plumbing, I took trips 
to the two-seated outhouse; 
where back in the ’50s, the 
huge Sears catalog was at 
times used not only for read-
ing, but also as back-up toilet 
paper. But even then, that was 
a throwback to a day before 
the luxuries of American cul-
ture became commonplace.  

Except for recent immi-
grants from poverty en-
trenched third world cultures, 
the people of the U.S.A. have 
known nothing less than the 
benefits afforded them by our 
prosperity.

Pardon the pun, but that’s 
the rub of this observation; 
and that’s the reality to which 
we have been awoke. We were 
not raised on just a handful 
of rice, a piece of raw fish or 
some smashed beans or gruel. 
We even call the bounty we 
prepare comfort food.  

We have had it so good 
that our American culture is 
over-weighted to the side of 
being portly, fat and obese.
This author also acknowledg-
es an abundant girth through-
out most my life. We have it 
so good that our toilet paper 
comes in more than one ply, 
and varying degrees of soft-
ness.  We have advanced from 
commercials showing an 
elderly storekeeper holding a 
roll and telling customers to, 
“please don’t squeeze,” to an 
animation of an adolescent 
bear dancing and talking 
about how clean his tush is 
because of his toilet paper.

 Toilet paper usage is good 
hygiene practice. Now let me 
transition to my point.         

The recent virus pandemic 
and the run on toilet paper 

Comfort food and toilet paper

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S  
PERSPECTIVE
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nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Family welcomes grandson
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SEYMOUR, Ind. - Blakely 
Jade Myers was born at 7:27 
p.m. EST March 18 at the 
Schneck Medical Center, Sey-

mour.
The baby weighed 5 

pounds, 13 ounces and was 
20 inches at birth. The parents 
are Blake and Tabitha Myers 
of Seymour.

legally a fertilizer. It does do 
great things for the soil and 
the beneficial organisms 
dwelling there. In my own 
experience, homemade 
compost made with ma-
nure as one the ingredients 
had a stronger fertilizing 
effect than batches without.

Annuals require more 
fertilizer than perennials. 
Perennials require more 
than shrubs or trees. 
Container-grown plants 
require much more fertil-
izer than in-ground plants. 
During the highest heat of 
summer, and toward the 
end of summer when the 
container plants are at their 
largest, they will need water 
daily. Fertilizer gets used 
quite fast, and the potting 
medium doesn’t contain 
all the nutrients found in 
actual soil. 

Finally, stay away from 
social media household 
product ideas as substitute 
fertilizer. Please don’t use 
Epsom salts as a fertilizer 
unless a soil test shows 
the garden is deficient in 
magnesium. 

The University of IL Ex-
tension Master Gardeners 
will answer questions once 
shelter in place is over. The 
phone number is 217-465-
8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member 
of the University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners 
of Edgar County. Email her 
at janphipps@gmail.com.)

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 1B

retained a unique interior 
with older architecture. For 
instance, the pews adhered 
to the walls. There were two 
center aisles, but no side 
aisles. The pulpit was neatly 
arranged on a platform. A 
set of stairs led to more pews 
in a balcony. Large photos 
of bearded pastors and their 
wives from the previous cen-
tury decorate the walls.

“If I drive up to Newman, 
would you take me to see it?”

“I’d be glad,” he offered. 
“I know the caretaker who 
has a key. He keeps it clean – 
gives it a dusting every now 
and then, and checks for 
any perceived leaks, broken 
windows – that sort of thing.”

Murt says he remembers 
many details of the fateful 
day. It was April 15, 2019, 
3:30 p.m. The twosome 
exited her car in the driveway 
by the church’s back door 
then climbed a few steps to 
make entry. They were alone 
in both the cemetery and the 
chapel.

“We made small talk upon 
entry. She was overcome 
with awe and made remarks 
about the beauty of the 
old-fashioned interior. For 
a minute or so I stayed near 
the pulpit as she moseyed 
among pews, glancing at the 
walls, absorbing the atmo-
sphere with keen interest. 
Then I also proceeded to 

mosey along the aisle to join 
her.

“That’s when I saw a ghost. 
It was suddenly standing 
near her, maybe 50 feet 
distant, a dark, blackish 
silhouette shaped like a man, 
sideways to me, looking 
straight ahead. I froze in my 
tracks, staring in disbelief. I 
can’t say from where it ap-
proached. I just stood there 
for about three seconds, then 
as quickly as it appeared, it 
vanished on the spot. Just 
somehow disintegrated. I 
refuse to call it a specter. A 
specter is scary. Something 
to fear. I wasn’t at all afraid.”

Murt walked to the front 
entry. He answered and ex-
plained in response to a cou-
ple of his friend’s inquiries.

“By the way, I just saw a 
ghost right here,” he pointed. 
“Did you see it?”

“No,” she said, “but I’m 
not surprised.”

They toured the building 
but failed to see anything out 
of the ordinary.  

“After dropping me off at 
home, she headed back to 
Paris, expressing heartfelt 
thanks for the tour. That was 
my last contact with her. She 
died three months later at 
her home.”

So Murt has wondered 
ever since. Was there any 
connection with her death 
and the ghost? Whose spirit 
did he see? Was it perhaps a 
clergyman from back in the 
1800s? Maybe a minister 

wandering the building’s 
interior, stunned because of 
no congregation? Or just a 
former lay member strug-
gling with a problem? 

 The few persons with 
whom Murt has shared his 
ghostly experience have tried 
to convince him he somehow 
viewed an object’s shadow. It 
couldn’t have been an actual 
spirit. Simply an apparition.

“I’ve considered every 
possibility,” he says. “I saw 
a ghost. I suspect it inhabits 
the place. Haunts the chapel.”

There are others in every 
state who’ve reported ghostly 
encounters. Individuals and 
teams who possess high-tech 
ghost-detecting equipment 
travel the U.S.A. and claim 
to have detected ghostly hot 
spots.  Actually, they claim to 
find cold temperatures.  By 
hot spots, they mean positive 
detections. 

 They’ve never captured 
one to display, but then 
spirits are a unique thing.  
They can’t be kept in a cage. 
Some have reportedly passed 
through walls.

Maybe we now have 
discovered a new ghost.  
What to call it? The Fairfield 
Church Ghost? Chapel 
Ghost? Murt’s Ghost? Ghost 
of Newman? Ghost on the 
Ridge? 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
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Grandparents are Jim and 
Nicole York of Paris and Den-
nis and Patricia Myers of Sey-
mour. Great-grandparents are 
Julie Gosnell of Paris and Jean 
Myers of Terre Haute, Ind. 

and other comforts reveal 
more than just our affection 
for ease. It shows as well that 
we are the most hygiene con-
scious people on the planet.  

Comparing the United 
States to nations in the Far 
East or to socialist regimes is 
like comparing our present 
mature nation in 2020 to our 
immature developing country 
while in its infancy. For in-
stance, when the Continental 
Army under the direction of 
General George Washing-
ton, bivouacked at Valley 
Forge during the winter of 
1777-1778, it is historically 
documented that throughout 
the encampment an open 
channel of sewage flowed 
from numerous latrines.  

Unsanitary, filthy condi-
tions abounded and as horses 
died, they were butchered for 
their meat (500 or so before 
the winter was over), and 
their carcasses were left where 
they fell, to rot and spread dis-
eases. Along with the bad air 
or miasma, there also came 
a distressful or tormenting 
itch (smallpox) and hospital 
fever, an infection that came 
from jamming so many sick 
soldiers in the small rooms of 
the hospitals. Add to the mix 
dysentery, typhus, typhoid 
(camp fever) and body lice.  

It was at Valley Forge where 
our nation’s first army imple-
mented a treatment George 
Washington began a year 
earlier in Morristown called 
variolation. Learned from 
the Chinese who had used 
it for thousands of years, but 
new to Western Civilization, 
it was the rudiments of what 
eventually became inocula-
tion, the introduction of small 
doses of smallpox mixed in 
powder into exposed cuts of 
healthy soldiers.  

Having seen incredible suc-
cess at Morristown, Washing-
ton insisted the entire army at 
Valley Forge undergo the vari-
olation and of the more than 
4,000 soldiers that received 
the treatment by mid-March 
of 1778, deaths dropped to 
one-seventeenth of what had 
been experienced prior.  Our 
fledgling nation began to turn 
the corner on unsanitary con-
ditions and poor hygiene.   

As we grew and advanced 
scientifically, we developed 
the highest standards in the 
world on hygiene and food 
preparation/handling, and 

on health care. Not until the 
recent emphasis of socialistic 
ideology have we begun to 
complain about our level 
and quality of health care 
advancement. Our present 
predicament is a graphic, yet 
painful, teachable moment.

Rest assured as a nation 
we will endure this pandemic 
that we are all being affected 
by; a pandemic that is the re-
sult of poor hygiene, inferior 
health care internationally, re-
gressive cultural practices and 
the domination of socialism/
communism. Does anyone 
really want to return to a time 
of corn cobs, leaves and Sears 
Catalogs? Does anyone want 
to see health care reduced to 
arbitrary decisions by gov-
ernment officials as to who is 
allowed the most extensive 
efforts and who is denied crit-
ical care? Does anyone want a 
government that can force its 
citizens to stay in your house 
for whatever reasons?  

We Americans understand 
that temporary extraordinary 
times and unusual enemies, 
human or biological or viral, 
call for temporary extraordi-
nary measures, sacrifices and 
accommodations. But the run 
on toilet paper and comfort 
items is a stark illustration 
that we are privileged to live 
in a nation that has come so 
far, eliminated so many hid-
den health threats that used 
to destroy millions, and has 
achieved a standard of living 
that is far advanced over the 
majority of the world.  

Let’s not give it away after 
we endure and win over this 
most recent threat by a virus 
that began in a part of the 
world still in the rear-view 
mirror of personal hygiene 
and sanitary policies.  

Wash and sanitize our 
hands while practicing all 
the good, safe hygiene and 
precautions that our scien-
tific, health and government 
experts are advising. When 
our scientists arrive at a vacci-
nation, and they will, take it. 
And all the while, thank God 
for comfort foods and toilet 
paper.

(Pastor Jack D. Hoffman is 
the senior pastor at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Paris. Email 
him at jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is pro-
vided by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)
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ATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTIONATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTION
Beginning Thursday, March 19, Pearmans Pharmacy will be offering drive-thru, curbside delivery, or home delivery. The staff will be on 

hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. by telephone or at the drive-thru. Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.
For those who may need fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., 

please call the store for a screening.
Walk-ins at the Paris Clinic Pharmacy will not be available beginning

 Thursday, March 19. The pharmacy will offer delivery and curbside pick-up.
 Call 465-4114 for orders or questions. Curbside pickup will be on the west side

 of the hospital. The doors will be locked but the pharmacy has
 received permission to bring orders to customers.
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For millennia, a diagnosis of 
leprosy meant a life sentence of 
social isolation. People afflicted 
with the condition now known 
as Hansen’s disease—a bacte-
rial infection that ravages the 
skin and nerves and can cause 
painful deformities—were 
typically ripped from their fam-
ilies, showered with prejudice 
and cruelly exiled into life-long 
quarantine.

In the United States, patients 
were confined to a handful of 
remote settlements, where over 
time, a crude existence evolved 
into one with small touchstones 
of normalcy. But patients were 
consistently deprived of funda-
mental civil liberties: to work, 
to move freely and see loved 
ones, to vote, to raise families of 
their own. Some who bore chil-
dren had their babies forcibly 
removed.

By the 1940s, after a cure 

emerged for the condition — 
and science made clear that 
most of the population had a 
natural immunity to it — oth-
er countries began to abolish 
compulsory isolation policies. 
But in the U.S., even as leprosy 
patients' health and conditions 
improved, old stigmas, fear of 
contagion and outdated laws 
kept many confined for de-
cades longer. 

BANISHED TO HAWAII
A tiny number of Hansen’s 

disease patients still remain at 
Kalaupapa, a leprosarium es-
tablished in 1866 on a remote, 
but breathtakingly beautiful 
spit of land on the Hawaiian 
island of Molokai. Thousands 
lived and died there in the 
intervening years, including 
a later-canonized saint. But 
by 2008, the settlement's 
population had dwindled to 
24 — and by 2015, only six 
remained full time, despite 

having long been cured. Now 
in their 80s and 90s, many 
residents first arrived on the 
island as children. They knew 
no other life.

“When they came here, the 
law guaranteed them a home 
for life, and that can't be taken 
away,” Sylvia Haven, a doctor 
at the island’s hospital, told 
The New York Times in 1971. 
For some, that home for life 
translated more closely to a 
prison, however picturesque.

 “You were brought here to 
die,” said Sister Alicia Damien 
Lau, who first came to the 
Molokai in 1965, in a 2016 in-
terview. “You were not able to 
leave the island.” 

While patients’ families 
could visit, they were housed 
in separate quarters, and al-
lowed to communicate only 
through a chicken wire screen. 

“They catch you like a crook 
and you don’t have any rights 
at all,” Olivia Robello Breit-

ha, a longtime patient, wrote 
in her 1988 autobiography. 
“They didn’t care about ruin-
ing a life... I was just a number.” 

Known as Kalaupapa for 
the name of the peninsula, the 
settlement was one of a small 
handful of leper colonies in 
the United States, where pa-
tients were stripped of their 
rights and sent to live out their 
days. Among them were tiny 
Penikese Island in Buzzard’s 
Bay off the coast of Massachu-
setts and the Carville National 
Leprosarium in Louisiana. 
With almost 8,000 patients 
over about 150 years, Kalau-
papa was by the far the largest. 

THE SEPARATING SICKNESS
Named for Gerhard Armau-

er Hansen, the Norwegian 
doctor who discovered the 
bacteria in 1873, Hansen’s dis-
ease continues to infect people 
all over the world. In 2015, 
around 175 cases were report-

ed in the US. In the worst cases, 
the bacterial infection damages 
the skin and nerves, leaving 
patients numb and susceptible 
to injury. Affected body parts 
sometimes become gangre-
nous and must be amputated 
or are reabsorbed into the 
body.

The separating sickness was 
long thought to have no cure. 
Despite historic connotations 
of sexual impropriety, leprosy 
is usually spread via saliva or, 
more unusually, through con-
tact with an armadillo. There’s 
good evidence that what we 
call leprosy today may in fact 
not be the same condition de-
scribed in ancient texts. 

Some 95 percent of people 
are naturally immune, while 
those who contract the infec-
tion can be easily treated with 
a cocktail of inexpensive anti-
biotics. To this day, however, 
the intense stigma surrounding 

Quarantine life sentence
The tragic history of leprosy colonies in the U.S. is filled with prejudice and far isolation

See LEPROSY, Page 4B
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Every year, millions of 
Americans have to amass 
their financial records and 
fill out forms — or pay pro-
fessionals to do it for them 
— in order to file their fed-
eral tax returns. 

It’s an annual ritual that 
traditionally takes place 
in the spring, though in 
2020, the Internal Reve-
nue Service delayed the 
April 15 filing deadline by 
three months, due to the 
disruption caused by the 
COVID-19 virus outbreak.

For those who grumble 
over having to contemplate 
those numbered boxes on 
the IRS Form 1040, they 
have William Howard Taft 
to thank. The nation’s 27th 
president, who served just 
a single term from 1909 
to 1913, is probably best 
known for being the heavi-
est president in U.S. history 
as well as the first to ride 
in an official presidential 
limousine, and for his ob-
session with golf. But Taft 
also established the federal 
income tax as a permanent 
part of Americans’ lives.

Taft didn’t actually invent 
the idea of a federal income 
tax. That was Abraham 
Lincoln, who in 1861 con-
vinced Congress to pass the 
Revenue Act and impose a 
temporary 3 percent tax on 
incomes over $800, as an 
emergency measure to help 
finance the massive military 
expenditures required by 
the Civil War. That measure 
was allowed to expire in 
1872.

The idea of a federal in-
come tax resurfaced after 
the Panic of 1893, an eco-
nomic downturn so severe 
it caused a quarter of the 
nation’s labor force to lose 
their jobs. As Jeffrey Rosen 
notes in his 2018 biography 
of Taft, populist Democrats 
argued the tariffs and excise 
taxes the government de-
pended upon for revenue 
put a disproportionate bur-
den upon struggling farm-
ers and workers, and argued 
for a tax that would capture 
more of affluent Americans’ 
income. 

In 1894, they joined 
forces with progressive Re-
publicans to pass legislation 
that created a 2 percent tax 
on incomes over $4,000, 
along with reduced tariffs. 
But that tax didn’t last long. 
In an 1895 case, Pollock v. 
Farmers’ Loan and Trust 
Company, the Supreme 
Court found that directly 
taxing Americans’ income 
was unconstitutional.

Even so, progressives’ 
desire to pass an income 
tax and cut back on taxing 
imports and sales taxes 
didn’t go away. When Taft 
succeeded Theodore Roo-
sevelt as president in 1909, 
he faced a dilemma.

“Taft was a progressive 
Republican with moderate 
instincts,” Joseph J. Thornd-
ike, director of the Tax His-
tory Project and author of 
numerous books and arti-
cles on the history of Amer-
ican taxation, explains, “He 
was also an institutionalist, 
especially with regard to the 
Supreme Court.”

Thorndike explains in 
1909, Taft was concerned 
rambunctious lawmakers 
in both parties would push 
ahead with plans for a new 

Income 
taxes are 
Taft’s fault

See TAXES, Page 4B

FALLING BACK ON PRE-VACCINE MEDICAL SCIENCE

Special to The Prairie Press

Doctors at a makeshift hospital in a sports stadium in Wuhan, China, are pictured examining lung scans of a patient with 
COVID-19, which is currently untreatable. Doctors and scientists are studying whether treating patients with antibodies from 
recovered patients can improve outcomes of those with COVID-19.
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In 1934, a doctor at a private boys 
school in Pennsylvania tried a unique 
method to stave off a potentially deadly 
measles outbreak. 

J. Roswell Gallagher extracted blood 
serum from a student who had recently 
recovered from a serious measles infec-
tion and began injecting the plasma into 
62 other boys who were at high risk of 
catching the disease.

Only three students ended up con-
tracting measles and all were mild cases. 

The method, while relatively novel, 
was not new to science. In fact, the very 
first Nobel Prize in Physiology and Med-
icine was awarded in 1901 to Emil von 
Behring for his life-saving work devel-
oping a cure for diphtheria, a bacterial 
infection that was particularly fatal in 
children. His groundbreaking treatment, 
known as diphtheria antitoxin, worked 
by injecting sick patients with antibodies 
taken from animals who had recovered 
from the disease. 

Von Behring’s antitoxin wasn’t a vac-
cine, but the earliest example of a treat-
ment method called convalescent plas-
ma that’s being resurrected as a potential 
treatment for COVID-19. Convalescent 
plasma is blood plasma extracted from 
an animal or human patient who has 
convalesced or recovered from infection 
with a particular disease. 

“Convalescent plasma has been used 
throughout history when confronting an 
infectious disease where you have people 
who recover and there’s no other therapy 

available,” said Warner Greene, director 
of the Center for HIV Cure Research at 
the Gladstone Institutes. “There must be 
something in their plasma—i.e. an anti-
body—that helped them recover.”

Convalescent plasma interacts differ-
ently with the immune system than a 
vaccine. When a person is treated with 
a vaccine, their immune system actively 
produces its own antibodies that will kill 
off any future encounters with the target 
pathogen. That’s called active immunity. 

Convalescent plasma offers what’s 
called passive immunity. The body 
doesn’t create its own antibodies, but 
instead borrows them from another 
person or animal who has successfully 
fought off the disease. Unlike a vaccine, 
the protection doesn’t last a lifetime, but 

the borrowed antibodies can greatly re-
duce recovery times and even be the dif-
ference-maker between life and death. 

“Convalescent plasma is the crudest 
of the immunotherapies, but it can be 
effective,” said Greene.

After von Behring’s antitoxin was dis-
tributed worldwide to treat diphtheria 
in 1895, doctors experimented with the 
same passive immunity technique for 
curing measles, mumps, polio and influ-
enza. 

During the pandemic influenza out-
break of 1918 known as the Spanish flu, 
fatality rates were cut in half for patients 
who were treated with blood plasma 
compared to those who weren’t. The 
method seemed particularly effective 

Borrowed antibodies saved lives

Special to The Prairie Press

A U.S. Army chaplain prays while wounded soldiers get dressings and plasma at a 
medical station on the war front, Korea, August 10, 1950. Antibodies were an im-
portant part of the U.S. Army’s quest to keep soldiers healthy during the war when 
they were exposed to unfamiliar diseases.

See ANTIBODIES, Page 4B

Much ado has been 
made about who can save 
the day when problems 
arise. I 
find the 
ultimate 
goal for 
each man 
and wom-
an is to 
answer the 
call that 
beckons to 
them. 

Some 
are called 
to pursue intellectual excel-
lence and some are called 
to do common labor in the 
physical sense. I have always 
thought no matter what we 
use, whatever skills we are 
blessed with, we should use 
them in a manner to fulfill 
our destiny. In my eyes, we 
must look for our quest in 
life by using a two-pronged 
approach.

There is strength in 
knowledge and knowl-
edge in strength. We must 
have some knowledge of 
history and many of the 
finer points of civilized man 
which can only be reached 
by studying the classics of 
wise men. It is all right to 
excel in higher math and 
science so that we know a 
little of logic and the scien-
tific theory. There is a time 
and place for those things, 
but that is not all that we 
need to know about life and 
how to solve our biggest 
problems. 

Conversely, observing 
and actually doing the 
more laborious tasks in 
life has its rewards too. 
The shade tree mechanic 
I have great admiration 
for, even if their home and 
working area may not be 
well organized and spic and 
span. The people who do 
these kind of things have 
an intuition of how to take 
things apart and put them 
back together ,and even 
have them working at all or 
much, much better. They 
develop a memory of how 
to do things better each 
time they do them, and 
maybe make something out 

Ode to the 
common 
worker

See STANLEY, Page 4B

ROGER 
STANLEY
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Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

HUGE SAVINGS!

USED CAR
SALE!

2018 Buick
Cascada

Was $25,985 Now 
$23,551

#X19190A

Manual Transmission!

2014 Chevrolet
Camaro

Was $14,985 Now 
$13,353#G19105B

Less Than 3,000 Miles!

Convertible!

Fast! 464 HP!

2017 Mazda 
MX-5 Miata

Was $24,985 Now 
$22,278

#X19228A

2016 Cadillac 
ATS-V

Was $39,985 Now 
$37,615#X19253

Was $9,985 Now 
$8,976

2016 Chevrolet
Sonic

#X19230A

Gas Saver!

Was $4,985 Now 
$4,250

2007 Hyundai 
Sante Fe

#G20042C

Local Trade!

Loaded!

2003 Ford
Conversion Van

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,875#X20009A

Convertible!

2014 Chevrolet
Camaro

Was $19,985 Now 
$18,985

#X19231

3rd Row!

2012 GMC
Acadia

Was $8, 985 Now 
$7,550#X19213A

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,950

2011 Dodge
Dakota Crew Cab

#G20078B1

4x4!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner215

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086ENZ

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

It’s that time!

FFire up the ire up the GGrilrilll
Burgers, Brats & more!

leprosy continues to prevent 
patients from seeking the 
straightforward care that can 
stop terrible disfigurement in 
its tracks.

In the decades before treat-
ment was found, the U.S. gov-
ernment sought to isolate the 
bacteria through a policy of 
segregating patients. In 1917, 
about 50 years after the King-
dom of Hawaii first began 
sending patients to Kalaupapa, 
the government federalized 
the Louisiana Leper Home 
at Carville, Louisiana, which 
had been run by Daughters of 
Charity nuns. The first patients 
from outside the state arrived in 
1921. 

Life in these communities 
could be intensely lonely, with 
few rights and no opportu-
nity to leave. In Kalaupapa in 
particular, patients led a bitter-
sweet existence. On the one 
hand, they were forced to live 
in isolation, far from their lives 
and families, below treacher-
ous, insurmountable sea cliffs. 
Most died within a decade of 
arrival. But on the edge of the 
Pacific, against a backdrop of 
incredible natural beauty, many 
eked out a happy life, between 
softball games, church worship 
and even dances. Nearly 1,000 
couples on the island married 
between 1900 and 1930, with 
some going on to have chil-
dren. Tragically, babies were 
taken from their mothers and 
raised elsewhere.

At Carville, conditions 
during the earliest decades 
were rugged. When the facility 
was first established in swampy, 
malaria-prone territory outside 
Baton Rouge, the afflicted were 
initially housed in former slave 
cabins, where they shivered 
and sweltered through the sea-
sons. Their lives were initially 
bound by fences — one that 
divided the men's side of the 
campus from the women's side 
(since interactions between the 
sexes were strictly forbidden) 
and a tall iron perimeter fence 
to thwart the many escape 
attempts. There was even an 

LEPROSY
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of what others would call a pile 
of junk.

Farming is not just run-
ning air conditioned tractors, 
combines and trucks. It is 
more than knowing all the 
latest techniques of marketing, 
agronomy, economics and 
high technology. Many times 
the farmer must use his back 
and muscles to do the dirty 
work because he can’t hire it 
done timely. Even if he has to 
teach someone to do that kind 
of work, he has to show them 
how to do it right. The best way 
to do that is to actually show 
them using the knowledge of 
having done that kind of work 
many times.

In 1956, I wrote a theme in 
college about the most remark-
able person I knew, which in 
this case was my dad. I told the 
teacher about how my dad was 
a farmer, but he knew many 
professions which I listed: 
electrician, plumber, agrono-
mist, bookkeeper, carpenter, 
wallpaper hanger, mechanic 

and machinery operator. He 
was also knowledgeable of how 
to take care of all the animals 
on the farm and was a very 
good veterinarian’s assistant. 

Of course, he was good 
with the scoop shovel, the 
pitchfork and the hay hook. 
He didn’t stop there because 
he was good at knowing how 
to make a living farming by 
carefully organizing when and 
what to plant and the care of 
cattle, hogs and chickens. He 
also knew how to herd kids 
like my brother and me and 
a 4-H club. He sat on many 
important boards when coop-
eratives were being formed in 
this county and the original 
Unit Four school board as the 
schools were consolidating. 

In other words, he was a 
man of action even though he 
had only one year of college 
because of the Depression. He 
knew how to put two and two 
together. He never cussed or 
said a bad word, but we knew 
when to listen very closely 
when he had a problem to 
solve or a need to reprimand 
any person that got out of 

hand. He took us to church 
every Sunday and when we 
could, we visited the relatives 
on both sides of the family.

I guess we might say he 
was a facilitator and the most 
remarkable man I have ever 
known, and I always hoped I 
could follow in his footsteps.

When I think about the 
leadership of our country, I 
would like for those leaders to 
be much like my dad. He was 
not afraid to get his hands dirty 
and use his mental capacity to 
figure out problems. My dad 
is a true representative of the 
common working man. 

As a leader, he would make 
things happen instead of just 
being an elitist figurehead 
and having to wait for all the 
scientific studies and planning 
before he could do what he 
needed to do. Dad would use 
information that made sense 
and he would know how and 
when to use it despite severe 
criticism.       

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at  
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com) 
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income tax, ignoring the 
court’s 1895 decision that such 
a tax (at least as previously con-
ceived) was unconstitutional. 
Taft believed that enacting 
such a tax could damage the 
court's authority. 

A debate raged anew in 
Congress, with Democrats and 
progressive Republicans rally-
ing to back a new income tax, 
while GOP leaders in both the 

House and Senate remained 
strongly against the idea.

“While support for the in-
come tax skewed Democrat-
ic, there were a reasonably 
large number of Republicans 
who supported the levy, too,” 
Thorndike says. 

Taft was elected in part 
because people saw him as 
continuing the progressive 
reforms that Roosevelt start-
ed, but he wasn’t a big fan of 
making Americans pay per-
sonal income tax as a way of, 

TAXES
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“permanently restraining great 
wealth,” as Rosen writes. In-
stead, he saw personal income 
taxation as a power that should 
be used only in emergencies, 
such as wartime. Taft also 
worried citizens who opposed 
personal taxation might simply 
refuse to pay and then commit 
perjury to evade the law.

Nevertheless, Taft saw a per-
sonal income tax as a political 
move to help him to get Con-
gress to pass a tax on business-
es that he needed to replace tar-
iff revenue, according to David 
Sicilia, an associate professor 
of history at the University of 
Maryland who’s written about 
the origins of the federal in-
come tax.

"Taft’s goals with the federal 
income tax were tariff and cor-
porate tax reform,” Sicilia says. 
“But political horse trading and 
an increasingly progressive na-
tion gave us something quite 
different."

To get what he needed, Taft 
had to figure a way around the 
Supreme Court. Otherwise, 
Taft feared the justices reject-
ing another tax bill. He came 
up with an ingenious solution 
— combining tariff reduction 
legislation with a Constitution-
al amendment authorizing the 
federal government to collect 
income tax.

Some conservative oppo-
nents of the tax in Congress 
actually went along with Taft’s 
idea — apparently because 
they thought it would be dead 
on arrival. In July 1909, Con-
gress passed the 16th Amend-
ment to the Constitution.

To the shock of conser-
vatives, the amendment was 
approved by enough state leg-
islatures so by February 1913, 
U.S. Secretary of State Philan-
der Knox certified the amend-
ment's adoption. Not long after 
that, Congress enacted a feder-
al income tax.

As W. Elliot Brownlee de-
tails in his book “Federal Tax-
ation in America: A Short 
History,” the tax set a base rate 
of 1 percent tax on personal 
income, but also set a person-
al exemption of $3,000 that 
exempted virtually the entire 
middle class. For incomes 
above $20,000 it imposed an 
additional surtax of up to 6 per-
cent. During the first several 
years of the tax, only 2 percent 
of U.S. households paid taxes. 

on-site jail to punish run-
aways, who were sometimes 
brought back in leg irons. 
And patients had to sacrifice 
their very identities: Upon 
arrival, they were immedi-
ately encouraged to take a 
new name to protect their 
families back home from the 
disease's powerful stigma.

MOVING TOWARD NORMALCY
Eventually, a hospital was 

built on the Carville site, 
and emphasis shifted from a 
culture resembling incarcer-
ation to one focused more 
on treatment and research. 
And after the 1940s brought 
a cure, some restrictions be-
gan to ease within confine-
ment. In 1946, patients were 
allowed to vote again. Over 
time, a bustling community 
developed as residents mar-
ried, built homes, planted 
gardens, published a maga-
zine, developed small craft 
businesses and even enjoyed 
a pint-sized Mardi Gras fes-
tival.

Still, official government 
health policy regarding the 
confinement of Hansen’s 
disease patients changed at 
a glacial pace, with individ-
ual facilities easing their re-
strictions for decades before 
federal laws finally caught up 
with the science. 

Patients have been free to 
leave Kalaupapa since 1969; 
30 years later, Carville’s 
remaining patients were 
offered a choice between 
moving on, with an annual 
stipend of $46,000; remain-
ing at the facility; or being 
transferred to a home for 
elders. In both cases, many 
chose to stay, having grown 
accustomed to what The 
New York Times described 
in 2008 as “the counterintu-
itive twinning of loneliness 
and community.” Here, in 
isolated outposts they might 
never have chosen, fellow 
patients, health workers and 
pastoral staff became family. 
And for these last remaining 
few, these distant locations 
became something ap-
proaching home.

when patients received the 
antibodies in the early days 
of their infection, before their 
own immune systems had a 
chance to overreact and dam-
age vital organs. In the 1930s, 
doctors like Gallagher used 
convalescent plasma effectively 
against measles.

By the 1940s and 1950s, an-
tibiotics and vaccines began to 
replace the use of convalescent 
plasma for treating many infec-
tious disease outbreaks, but the 
old-fashioned method came 
in handy yet again during the 
Korean War when thousands 
of United Nations troops were 
stricken with something called 
Korean hemorrhagic fever, also 
known as Hantavirus. With no 
other treatment available, field 
doctors transfused convales-
cent plasma to sickened pa-
tients and saved untold num-
bers of lives. 

Greene said that convales-
cent plasma was even deployed 
against 21st century outbreaks 
of MERS, SARS and Ebola, 

all novel viruses that spread 
through communities with no 
natural immunity, no vaccine 
and no effective antiviral treat-
ment. Today, the best treat-
ment for Ebola is still a pair of 
monoclonal antibodies, indi-
vidual antibodies isolated from 
convalescent plasma and then 
cloned artificially in a lab. 

One of the best-known 
modern uses of convalescent 
plasma is for the production 
of antivenom to treat deadly 
snake bites. Antivenom is made 
by injecting small amounts of 
snake venom into horses and 
allowing the horse’s immune 
system to produce antibod-
ies that neutralize the poison. 
Those equine antibodies are 
isolated, purified and distrib-
uted to hospitals as antivenom. 

In March 2020, doctors 
at Johns Hopkins University 
began testing convalescent 
plasma as a promising stop-
gap treatment for COVID-19 
while the search continued for 
a permanent vaccine. The ad-
vantage of convalescent plasma 
is that it can be drawn from 
recovered patients using the 

same plasma separation tech-
nology used at blood banks. 

"It's all doable,” said im-
munologist Arturo Casade-
vall, lead researcher on the 
COVID-19 study, “but to get 
it done it requires effort, orga-
nization, resources and people 
who have recovered from the 
disease who can donate the 
blood." 

ANTIBODIES
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Special to The Prairie Press

Aside from a Covid-19 vaccine, 
antibodies from recovered 
patients could provide a short-
term passive immunization to 
the disease. 



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

As experts encourage thorough hand-
washing and hygiene practices to protect 
all from the coronavirus, those able to 
take shelter at home during the outbreak 
may be wondering what to do to keep 
homes clear of the virus.

A recent study published in the 
medRxiv depository found that 
COVID-19 can remain in the air for up 
to three hours and live on surfaces such 
as cardboard for up to 24 hours. It can 
also live on plastic and stainless steel for 
up to three days.

However, Jason Tetro, microbiologist 
and host of “Super Awesome Science 
Show,” points out the research is based 
on a lab test paper.

“The testing is not indicative of what 
happens in the real world,” said Tetro. 
“I don’t see any need to clean/disinfect 
surfaces more regularly as a result. And 
no one should be afraid of the air like 
they should be with measles, which is 
airborne.”

While he doesn’t think people need to 
go overboard with cleaning for the sake 
of the virus, he says proper cleaning can 
clear away a variety of germs.

“The coronavirus is just one of the 
pathogens that could infect you, and oth-
ers are far more common than this one,” 
said Tetro.

Tetro said home bathrooms and kitch-
ens are always areas that harbor germs.
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Why does testing take so long? 
A behind-the-scenes look at the steps involved in COVID-19 testing reveals both difficulties and solutions

Special to The Prairie Press

As many of us are spending more time at home, making sure it’s properly cleaned is even more important as we work to put 
an end to the spread of COVID-19. Cleaning areas commonly touched, like doorknobs, light switches, TV remotes, refrigerator 
handles, etc., will go a long way.

How to clean in an outbreak
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After a slow start, testing for 
COVID-19 has ramped up in 
recent weeks, with giant com-
mercial labs jumping into the 
effort, drive-up testing sites 
established in some places and 
new types of tests approved 
under emergency rules set by 
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

But even for people who are 
able to get tested (and there’s 
still a big lag in testing ability 
in hot spots across the U.S.), 
there can be a frustratingly 
long wait for results — not 
just hours, but often days. Sen. 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.) didn’t get 
his positive test results for six 
days and is now being criti-
cized for not self-quarantining 
during that time.

We asked experts to help 
explain why the turn-around 
time for results can vary wide-

ly — from hours to days or 
even a week — and how that 
might be changing.

IT’S A MULTISTEP PROCESS
First, a sample is taken from 

a patient’s nose or throat, us-
ing a special swab. That swab 
goes into a tube and is sent to a 
lab. Some large hospitals have 
on-site molecular test labs, but 
most samples are sent to out-
side labs for processing. More 
on that later.

That transit time usually 
runs about 24 hours, but it 
could be longer, depending 
on how far the hospital is from 
the processing lab.

Once at the lab, the spec-
imen is processed, which 
means lab workers extract the 
virus’s RNA, the molecule 
that helps regulate genes.

“That step of cleaning, the 
RNA extraction step, is one 
limiting factor,” said Cathie 

Klapperich, vice chair of the 
department of biomedical 
engineering at Boston Uni-
versity. “Only the very biggest 
labs have automated ways of 
extracting RNA from a sample 
and doing it quickly.”

After the RNA is extracted, 
technicians also must careful-
ly mix special chemicals with 
each sample and run those 
combinations in a machine for 
analysis, a process called poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR), 
which can detect whether the 
sample is positive or negative 
for COVID.

“Typically, a PCR test takes 
six hours from start to finish 
to complete,” said Kelly Wro-
blewski, director of infectious 
disease programs at the Asso-
ciation of Public Health Lab-
oratories.

Some labs have larger staffs 
and more machines, so they 
can process more tests at a 

time than others. But even for 
those labs, as demand grows, 
so does the backlog.

CAPACITY EXPANDING SLOWLY
Initially, only a few public 

health labs and the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention processed 
COVID-19 tests. Problems 
with the first CDC test kits 
also led to delays.

Now the CDC has a bet-
ter kit, and 94 public health 
labs across the country do 
COVID-19 testing, said Wro-
blewski.

But those labs can’t possibly 
do all that’s needed. In normal 
times, their main function is 
regular public health surveil-
lance — detecting more com-
mon threats such as outbreaks 
of measles or monitoring sea-
sonal influenza — “but not 
to do diagnostic testing of the 
magnitude that is required in 

this response,” she said.
Large commercial labs like 

those run by companies such 
as Quest Diagnostics and Lab-
Corp were given the go-ahead 
late last month by the FDA to 
start testing, too.

The FDA has said it won’t 
stop certain private labs — 
those that are already certified 
to perform complex testing 
— and diagnostic companies 
from developing their own 
test kits. Labs at some big-
name hospital systems, such 
as Advent Health, the Cleve-
land Clinic and the Universi-
ty of Washington, are among 
those doing this.

In addition, the FDA has 
approved more than a dozen 
testing kits by various manu-
facturers or labs under special 
emergency rules designed to 
speed the process. Those in-
clude tests by Quest Diagnos-
tics, LabCorp, Roche, Quidel 

Corp. and others. The kits are 
used in PCR machines, either 
in hospital labs or large com-
mercial labs.

“A chief medical officer on 
the East Coast said that, up 
until two days ago, on aver-
age it was taking 72 hours to 
get results,” said Susan Van 
Meter, executive director of 
AdvaMedDx, a division of 
the Advanced Medical Tech-
nology Association, a device 
and diagnostics industry trade 
group. “That will get better as 
our member companies come 
on the market.”

Even so, supply is not keep-
ing up with demand, Roche 
CEO Severin Schwan told 
CNBC on March 23. Roche 
won the first approval from 
the FDA for a test kit under 
emergency rules, and it has 
delivered more than 400,000 
kits so far.

See TESTING, Page 6B
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As worries grow about 
the new coronavirus, online 
searches for ways to bolster 
the immune system have 
surged. Are there foods to 
boost the immune system? 
Will vitamins help?

The immune system is a 
complex network of cells, 
organs and tissues that work 
in tandem to protect the 
body from infection. While 
genetics play a role, we 
know from studies of twins 
that the strength of our im-
mune system is largely de-
termined by nonheritable 
factors. The germs we are 
exposed to over a lifetime, 
as well as lifestyle factors 
such as stress, sleep, diet 
and exercise all play a role in 
the strength of our immune 
response.

The bottom line is there 
is no magic pill or a specific 
food guaranteed to bolster 
a person’s immune system 
and provide protection 
from the new coronavirus. 
But there are real ways to 
can take care of oneself and 
give the immune system 
the best chance to do its job 
against a respiratory illness.

Lower stress: Worries 
about the coronavirus, the 
stock market and the gen-
eral disruption of life have 
added to stress levels, but 
we know that stress also 
can make individuals more 
susceptible to respiratory 
illness.

In a series of remarkable 
studies over 20 years at Car-
negie Mellon University, 
volunteers were exposed to 
the cold virus (using nose 
drops) and then quaran-
tined for observation. The 
researchers found people 
who reported less stress in 
their lives were less likely to 
develop cold symptoms. 

Another series of studies 
at Ohio State University 
found that marital conflict 
is especially taxing to the 
immune system. In a series 
of studies, the researchers 
inflicted small wounds on 
the arms of volunteers, and 

Can you 
boost your 
immune 
system?

See IMMUNE, Page 6B See CLEANING, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
Mayo Clinic News Network

COVID-19 has become 
a source of daily conver-
sation. Caregivers may be 
wondering how to support 
a child’s developmental 
needs and understanding of 
the coronavirus.

Jennifer Rodemeyer, 
manager of the Child Life 
Program at Mayo Clinic, 
offers these suggestions to 
help kids cope through this 
experience.

Discontinue children’s 
access to news and so-
cial media regarding 
COVID-19.

Explain to children there 
are many conflicting re-
sources regarding the coro-
navirus and parental mon-
itoring and limiting their 
access to external media is 
necessary. Reassure them 
that any new information 
they need to know will be 
shared.  

As a caregiver, use re-
liable sources such as the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the World 
Health Organization, may-
oclinic.org, state health 
departments and school 
district communications 
to gather facts. Be aware if 
children are present when 
listening to the news.

Explain to children the 
importance of good hand-
washing and practice hand-
washing together. Show 
them how to create tiny 
bubbles by rubbing their 
hands back and forth and 
how to get the soap be-
tween all spaces, even to the 
ends of their fingers.

Young children may see 
canceling an event, a family 
vacation, school, going to 
the movies, etc. as a result of 
something they did wrong. 
Remind them the rea-
son for a cancellation is to 
help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 in a large group 
setting. If it is an option, 
share with children future 

Helping kids 
cope with 
coronavirus 
pandemic
Honesty and new 
routines can help 
ease adjustment

See KIDS, Page 6B
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CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2018 Ford Fusion 
SE

$19,475

2016 Ford F-150
XLT

$31,850

2017 Ford Escape
SE

$16,425

2016 Ford F-150
XLT

$24,998

2015 Ford F-150
XLT

 $25,998

2017 Ford Explorer
Limited

$28,325

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

                         

Seagrams 7 750ml................................................$13.99

Jack Daniels 375ml.............................................$13.95

All Svedka Flavors..........................................$13.99

Budweiser Black Lager 4pk ...........................$7.99

All Chi Chi’s.............$9.99

Busch/Lt 30pk......$16.98

Natty/Lt 30pk........$14.99

Fireball 750ml..........$16.99

ON SALE 
April 3-9

All Dogfish Head
10% OFF

Drive-up window available

Out of this world Out of this world 

SSavingavingss

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Instant,

2 FOR $132 FOR $13
YOUR CHOICE (32 oz)
TruFuel® Premix 50:1,

40:1 2-Cycle OR 4-Cycle
RPO 6525538, RPO 6525638, RPO 6527238

SavingsSavings
Gone digital! 
www.prairiepress.net

Subscribe Today!

“Demand continues to be 
much higher than supply,” 
Schwan told CNBC. “So we 
are glad that overall capacity 
is increasing, but the reality is 
that broad-based testing is not 
yet possible.”

HOW MANY TESTS CAN BE DONE 
AT A TIME?

That varies. Large commer-
cial labs can do a lot. LabCorp, 
for example, said it is process-
ing 20,000 tests a day — and 
hopes to do more soon. Other 
test kit makers and labs are also 
ramping up capacity.

Smaller labs — such as mo-
lecular labs at some hospitals 
— can do far fewer per day but 
get results to patients faster be-
cause they save on transit time.

Still, it’s usually only large 
academic medical centers and 
some health systems that have 
their own molecular testing 

labs, which require complex 
equipment.

One of those is Medstar 
Georgetown University Hos-
pital in Washington, D.C.

“From beginning to results 
can take five to six hours,” said 
Joeffrey Chahine, technical di-
rector for the molecular pathol-
ogy division there.

Even at such hospitals, the 
tests are often prioritized for 
patients who have been admit-
ted and staff who might have 
been exposed to COVID-19, 
said Chahine. His lab can pro-
cess 93 samples at a time and 
run a few cycles a day, up to 
about 280, he said. Last week, 
it did 186 a day, three days in a 
row.

But hospitals with this abil-
ity are generally “not testing 
from their outpatient centers 
or the ER,” he said. In other 
words, the in-house labs aren’t 
running tests from walk-in pa-
tients.

Those tests are sent to large 

outside labs “so as not to over-
whelm the hospital lab.” While 
those outside labs have large 
staffs, “the demand is so high 
that these outpatient clinics 
and ERs say the turnaround 
time can be four to seven busi-
ness days,” he said.

SUPPLY SHORTAGES ARE SLOW-
ING TEST PRODUCTION

As the worldwide demand 
for testing has grown, so, too, 
have shortages of the chemical 
agents used in the test kits, the 
swabs used to get the samples, 
and the protective masks and 
gear used by health workers 
taking the samples.

“There is an inadequate sup-
ply of so many things associated 
with testing,” said Wroblewski, 
which is why her group, along 
with officials in states including 
New York and cities including 
Los Angeles, recommend pri-
oritizing who should be tested 
for COVID-19.

At the front of the line, she 

said, should be health care 
workers and first responders; 
older adults who have symp-
toms, especially those living 
in nursing homes or assisted 
living residences; and people 
who may have other illnesses 
that would be treated different-
ly if they were infected. Bottom 
line: prioritizing who is tested 
will help speed the turnaround 
time for getting results to peo-
ple in these circumstances and 
reduce their risk of spreading 
the illness.

Still, urgent shortages of 
some of the chemicals needed 
to process the tests are ham-
pering efforts to test health care 
workers, including at hospitals 
such as SUNY Downstate 
medical center in hard-hit New 
York.

Looking forward, compa-
nies are working on quicker 
tests. Indeed, the FDA in re-
cent days has approved tests 
from two companies that 
promise results in 45 minutes 

or less. Those will be available 
only in hospitals that have spe-
cial equipment to run them. 
One of those companies, Ce-
pheid of Sunnyvale, California, 
says about 5,000 U.S. hospitals 
already have the equipment 
needed to process these tests. 
Both firms say they will ship 
to the hospitals soon but have 
given few specifics on quantity 
or timing.

But many public health of-
ficials say doctors and clinics 
need a truly rapid test they can 
use in their offices, one like the 
tests already in use for influen-
za or strep throat.

A number of companies are 
moving in that direction. Late 
Friday, for instance, Abbott 
Laboratories announced that 
the FDA has given emergen-
cy-use authorization for the 
company’s rapid, point-of-care 
test, which can deliver positive 
results in as little as five min-
utes and negative results in 13.

The tests are processed on a 

small device already installed 
in thousands of medical offic-
es, ERs, urgent care clinics and 
other settings. Abbott said it 
will begin this week to make 
50,000 tests available per day.

“That’s going to make a 
meaningful difference,” said 
Van Meter at AdvaMedDx, 
who believes the rapid tests are 
a critical piece in the continu-
um of available testing.

Even though lab-based PCR 
tests, which are done at large 
labs and academic medical cen-
ters, can take several hours to 
produce a result, the machines 
used can test high numbers of 
cases all at once. The rapid test 
by Abbott — and other, similar 
tests now under development 
— do far fewer at a time but de-
liver results much faster.

“This can be provided in a 
doctor’s office or an ER, help-
ing to triage patients who are 
waiting to get in,” said Van 
Meter. “It’s a very fine comple-
ment to the testing that exists.”

TESTING
FROM PAGE 5B

Becky Rapinchuk, who 
started the blog Clean Mama 
and product line by the same 
name, agrees. When it comes 
to bathrooms and kitchens, 
she said focus on the cup-
board and drawer knobs, 
pulls, and fronts. In the kitch-
en, she also cleans the handles 
and fronts of appliances, such 
as refrigerator, dishwasher, 
oven and toaster oven.

Other areas of the house 
both experts say should get a 
good cleaning include those 

often touched such as: re-
mote controls; game con-
trollers; keyboards and com-
puter mice; cell phones and 
landlines; light switches and 
switch plates; doorknobs and 
doors; and staircase railings.

Rapinchuk uses a system 
to cleans areas in groups, and 
from top to bottom, left to 
right.

“I find the most efficient 
way to clean those pesky 
most-touched areas is to batch 
them together,” she said. “I do 
all of the light switches and 
switch plates, then move on 
to clean all the door knobs, all 

the kitchen handles, etc. This 
keeps me on task, [so] I don’t 
miss anything. If a certain 
cleaner or cloth works better 
for an area, I can use that for 
the whole house, and if I can’t 
get through [everything on 
my list] in one go, I can come 
back to the list.”

For surfaces that have 
things on them, such as the 
kitchen table or desks, she 
says remove all items first and 
wipe surfaces clean with a 
wipe or a spray.

Tetro said elevator buttons 
and cutlery/utensils are oth-
er areas of concern for those 

CLEANING
FROM PAGE 5B

still going to work, adding 
most EPA-registered cleaning 
products on the market are ef-
ficient at cleaning surfaces.

For disinfection, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) states that 
household bleach solutions 
should be effective, too.

However, before using di-
luted household bleach solu-
tions, the CDC says be sure it 
is appropriate for the surface; 
follow instructions for appli-
cation and proper ventilation; 
and ensure the product is not 
expired. The CDC warns to 
never mix household bleach 

with ammonia or any other 
cleanser.

The create your bleach 
solution, mix five tablespoons 
(1/3rd cup) bleach per gallon 
of water or four teaspoons 
bleach per quart of water

“Spray liberally on surfac-
es and wipe clean with a soft 
cleaning cloth,” said Rapin-
chuck. “Generally speaking, 
all you need is a little all-pur-
pose cleaner and a microfiber 
cleaning cloth or bar mop 
towel to clean most of these 
most-touched areas. All-pur-
pose cleaner can be sprayed 
directly on your cleaning 

cloth and then the area can 
be wiped clean. Spray, wipe, 
repeat.”   

At work, Tetro said to use 
hot water and soap for any-
thing that can be washed.

“For the rest, use a disinfec-
tant wipe,” he said.

And a weekly clean is what 
Rapinchuck recommends, 
unless someone in the house 
is sick. Then she says clean 
surfaces daily. 

For more information re-
garding how to clean during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
visit the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

plans to attend the event after 
it is safe.

Remind children when 
they are under someone else’s 
care, to listen to the leaders.

It is important to tell them 
to follow directions and in-
structions of those who are 
responsible for them in a 
parent’s absence, such as a 

grandparent, a day care pro-
vider, teacher, etc. Directions 
they share, such as practicing 
good handwashing or social 
distancing, are practices put 
into place to protect them and 
keep them safe.

Establishing and main-
taining routines helps kids 
predict what is planned, al-
lowing them to feel control in 
situations. Use a whiteboard 
or paper to display a daily 

schedule at home. Explain if 
social distancing continues to 
be encouraged, the new norm 
is going to be staying at home. 
Identifying expectations for 
the day will support and en-
courage kids to feel accom-
plished. Consider the follow-
ing when making a schedule: 
wake-up and bedtime, meals, 
school and learning, exer-
cise and outdoors time, play, 
household responsibilities, 

etc.
There cannot be too much 

play. Kids learn and process 
through play. As a family, take 
advantage of being asked to 
stay home and practice so-
cial distancing, and use this 
time to interact. Play games, 
provide toys, complete puz-
zles, read books, listen and 
play music, dance, take fam-
ily hikes and work on an art 
project together. For evening 

times, establish family fun 
nights, such as movie nights, 
cooking nights, game nights 
and ice-cream nights.

Provide opportunities to 
connect with loved ones and 
friends using electronic de-
vices. During social isolation, 
call grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, cousins and friends 
the family normally interacts 
with, or connect with them 
via FaceTime or similar apps. 

KIDS
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This will help children not 
feel as isolated as they con-
tinue to maintain and build 
relationships with their loved 
ones. Set up a virtual play date 
with the child’s friend. Virtu-
al connections are also a way 
to support their social devel-
opment through interacting 
with others.

If a child becomes sick, re-
assure them. Remind them 
they are being monitored 
closely at all times. Reassure 
them doctors and other med-
ical care professionals are still 
available to help 

If a child hears of a friend 
or loved one who becomes 
infected with COVID-19, 
reassure them their friend 
or loved one has received 
medical advice and are being 
cared for by a medical profes-
sional. As a family, send the 
person who is recovering a 
note through the mail and let 
children draw them a picture 
or write them a story as part 
of the note. This is a way of 
letting the recovering person 
know they are being thought 
of and also a way for children 
to feel they are helping their 
loved one or friend.

then asked couples to discuss 
topics both pleasant and stress-
ful. When couples argued, 
their wounds took, on average, 
a full day longer to heal than 
after the sessions in which the 
couples discussed something 
pleasant. Among couples who 
exhibited especially high levels 
of hostility, the wounds took 
two days longer to heal.

The bottom line: The body 
does a better job fighting off ill-
ness and healing wounds when 
it’s not under stress. Learn-
ing techniques for managing 
stress, such as meditation, con-
trolled breathing or talking to a 
therapist are all ways to help a 
person’s immune system stay 
strong.

Improve sleep habits: A 
healthy immune system can 
fight off infection. A sleep-de-
prived immune system 
doesn’t work as well. In one 
surprising study, researchers 
found 164 men and wom-
en willing to be exposed to 
the cold virus. Not everyone 
got sick. But short sleepers 
— those who regularly slept 
less than six hours a night — 
were 4.2 times more likely to 
catch the cold compared with 
those who got more than sev-
en hours of sleep, researchers 
found. Risk was even higher 
when a person slept less than 
five hours a night.

The bottom line: Focusing 
on better sleep habits is a good 
way to strengthen the im-
mune system. The sweet spot 
for sleep is six to seven hours. 
Stick to a regular bedtime 
and wake-up schedule. Avoid 
screens, night-eating and exer-
cise right before bedtime.

IMMUNE
FROM PAGE 5B
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Will do mowing, trimming, 
clean the gutters ,or paint trim 
on your house! Call Scott @ 
217-251-3142

Spring Yard Cleanup
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Hauling: Will haul just about 
anything you don’t want. Also 
wanting Lawn equipment, 
Fencing, and livestock 
trailer bumper hitch. Call 
217-218-8801

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electron-
ics, baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm. 
We pay cash!

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain 
Class A CDL (If interested in 
obtaining CDL, please apply 
ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged 
to apply. To apply, please 
contact Marshall Equity at (217) 
826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through 
custom application equipment; 
blending, mixing, delivering 
loading and unloading of ag 
products; scout field for weed 
and insect problems; take 
soil samples; other duties as 
assigned.
For more information or to 
apply go to www.threeequity.
com/careers for application 
form or call Marshall Equity 
Office at 217-826-6331

PT Help Needed - Able bodied 
person needs a reliable driver 
to take them to appointments 
and run errands. Please call 
217-822-5470

Triple H is hiring for BOTH 
crew members and a full time 
secretary. 
Job qualifications for the crew 
include but are not limited 
to: Construction experience 
(preferred, but not necessary), 
Hard working and able to follow 
directions.
Job qualifications for secretary 
include but are not limited to: 
Basic computer skills, Ability 
to follow directions, Experience 
with Excel and QuickBooks 

(preferred but necessary).
If Interested Fill out An 
Application at 
Triple H Grain Systems
321 Ashmore Road Oakland
Questions Call 346-2155

TRAINING/EDUCATION
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR - BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED - 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

House for Sale 
Older home in Kansas IL, 1 
car detached garage, repairs 
needed. $8,500 OBO or 
contract per deed
Call 618-638-2249

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath ranch 
home for sale. 
27 Helen Avenue, $97,500
Call 217-822-4689, leave 
message.

Distressed Sale - Very 
Nice Home in a Very Good 
Neighborhood. Located on 
4 lots. Some new carpet, 
some new tile flooring. Needs 
new roofing. Will sell deeply 
discounted. Elderly couple 
needs to dispose of. Serious 
inquiries only. Please send 
inquiries to P O Box A, 101 N 
Central Ave, Paris IL 61944

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing 
in Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. 
One month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Wanted-Info on how I can get 
either a phone number or an 
address for ordering a Coat Of 
Arms.
Thank you. Thelda Pitts
217-264-8892

RVS/CAMPERS
*** Colman’s RV ***  We buy/
consign used Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023
 www.colmansrv.com

BOATS 
THE BOAT DOCK *** We 
Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-
4054 www.theboatdock.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF EVELYN M. 
MULLINS, DECEASED  

NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF 
INDEPENDENT LETTERS 

TESTAMENTARY AND CLAIM 

PERIOD 
No. 2020-P-9

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
CLAIMANTS: 
Independent Letters 
Testamentary were issued 
on March 11, 2020 to NICOLE 
MULLINS, Executor 
for the Estate of Evelyn M. 
Mullins, Deceased. The Attorney 
for the Estate is CHAD S. 
BECKETT 
of BECKETT LAW OFFICE, P.C., 
508 South Broadway Avenue, 
Urbana, Illinois 61801. 

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Edgar 
County Courthouse, 115 W. 
Court Street, Paris, Illinois, with 
a copy to the Executor (care 
of her attorney at the address 
below), within six (6) months 
from the first publication date of 
this Notice. 

Any claim not filed on or before 
said date is barred. 
Chad S. Beckett BECKETT 
LAW OFFICE, P.C. 508 S. 
Broadway Ave. Urbana, IL 61801 
Phone: 217/328-0263 Fax: 
217-328-0290

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160037

TO:  Norman W Eveland; Robert 
Prigge; David Prigge; Edgar 
County Clerk; Occupants
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case 
No. 2017TX1(16).
The real estate is described as:  
The South ½ of Out Lot No. 41 to 
the City of Paris and more partic-
ularly described as:  Beginning 
at a point 4 rods East of the 
Southeast corner of Lot No. 3 in 
Lawson Kimble’s Addition to the 
City of Paris in the East line of 
Main Street in said City; thence 
East 10 rods 16 feet to the West 
line of the alley; thence North 
with the West line to the alley 
58 ½ feet; thence West 10 rods 
16 feet to the East line of Main 
Street; thence South along the 
East line of Main Street 58 ½ 
feet to the place of beginning.  
Situated in the County of Edgar 
and the State of Illinois.

Parcel #:  09-13-36-380-010
Said property was sold on 
October 26, 2017 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2016.  The 
period of redemption will expire 
on July 20, 2020.  On August 12, 
2020, the petitioner will make 
application to such court in said 
County for an order for Tax Deed 
should the real estate not be 
redeemed.

P&N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160048

TO: Basilio Fontana; Herbert 
Rodney Johnson; Ethel Jean 
Johnson; First Bank & Trust, SB; 
Paris First, Branch of State Bank 
of Chrisman; Edgar County 
Clerk; Occupants
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case 
No. 2017TX1(19).
The real estate is described as:  
Lot 3 in “LaGrange and Bell’s 
Addition to the City of Paris.”  
Situated in the County of Edgar 
and the State of Illinois

Parcel #:  09-18-01-201-006

Said property was sold on 
October 26, 2017 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2016.  The 
period of redemption will expire 
on July 20, 2020.  On August 12, 
2020, the petitioner will make 
application to such court in said 
County for an order for Tax Deed 
should the real estate not be 
redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160068

TO:  Sarah J Sturgeon; Michael 
W Sturgeon; Edgar County Bank 
and Trust Co; Paris Healthcare 
Center; Edgar County Clerk; 

Occupants
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case 
No. 2017TX1(18).
The real estate is described 
as:  Lot 8 in “John R. Asher’s 
Subdivision of Lots 6, 7 and 8 in 
C.E. Shaw’s First Addition and 
part of Out Lots 175 & 177, all in 
the City of Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois”; as shown by Plat 
recorded in Volume 3, Page 54 
of the Plat Books of said Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Situated in the 
County of Edgar and the State of 
Illinois

Parcel #:  09-18-01-452-008

Said property was sold on 
October 26, 2017 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2016.  The 
period of redemption will expire 
on July 20, 2020.  On August 12, 
2020, the petitioner will make 
application to such court in said 
County for an order for Tax Deed 
should the real estate not be 
redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
   

Petitioner
Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160104

TO:  Linda A Darr; Bruce Darr; 
Edgar County Clerk
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case 
No. 2017TX1(17).
The real estate is described as:  
The South 25 acres of even width 
of the West ½ of the Northeast 
¼ of Section 6 Township 16 
North Range 12 West of the 2nd 
Principal Meridian.  Situated 
in the County of Edgar and the 
State of Illinois

Parcel #:  11-03-06-200-002

Said property was sold on 
October 26, 2017 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2016.  The 
period of redemption will expire 
on July 20, 2020.  On August 12, 
2020, the petitioner will make 
application to such court in said 
County for an order for Tax Deed 
should the real estate not be 
redeemed.
P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner
Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

ADOPTION NOTICE – STATE 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR  COUNTY  PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF  
GAJE LEE MAURER,  a minor.
No. 2020 -AD- 4  

TO: TRAVIS L. MAURER and 
RENEE SPARA 

Take notice that a Petition for 
Adoption was filed in the Circuit 

Court of Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the adoption of a child 
named GAJE LEE MAURER.
Now, therefore, unless you, 
TRAVIS L. MAURER and RENEE 
SPARA, and all to whom it may 
concern, file your answer to the 
Petition in this cause of action or 
otherwise file your appearance 
therein, in said Circuit Court of 
Edgar County, in the Office of 
the Circuit Clerk, in the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, 
Illinois, on or before the 15th 
day of May, 2020, a default 
may be entered against you 
at any time after that day and 
a Judgment entered in accor-
dance with the prayer in said 
Petition.

DATED this 1st day of April 2020.

                                                                      
ANGELA R. BARRETT, 
Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-463-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

City of Paris Bid Notice

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Paris 
Community Unit School District 
No. 4, Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois is accepting bids for 
interlocking vinyl floor covering 
for approximately 9,000 square 
feet. Bids must be received by 
10:00 AM on April 20, 2020 in 
the Office of the Superintendent, 
15601 US Hwy 150, Paris, IL 
61944. For more information 
please contact Danette Young at 
(217) 465-5391.

Board of Education
Paris Community Unit School 
District No. 4

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

John and Jane Cheesewright of Dana, IN. 
Downsizing Auction Part Three 

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
BIDDING IS OPEN!

Bidding Begins to Close: 4pm on April 14th
Antiques, Tools, Primitives, Collectibles & More

Visit us at calliebaberauction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!” 

COMING SOON
John and Jane Cheesewright Downsizing Auction Part Four

Farm fresh primitives, antiques & more
MORE DETAILS TO COME!

A highly affordable and fun way 
to reach out to your loved ones!

Email Picture and/or short message of encouragement to 
cliff@prairiepress.net or call 

The Prairie Press (217) 921-3216 
(during regular business hours) 

$36.00 for a 2x3 Color ad and would include a 
personal copy to the paper that would be 

delivered to your loved one.

 

Mom, Dad, 

Grandma, 

Grandpa, 

Aunt, Uncle

 or Friend in 

The Prairie Press.

The Prairie Press 
would like to invite 
family and friends to 
send a personalized 

message to your 

Those 60 and over are especially at risk 
to the COVID-19 virus, and many are 

isolated in their homes, healthcare facilities 
and retirement centers at this time. 

Send a 

Heartfelt Greeting

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
217-921-3216

In print. Online. On-the-go.In print. Online. On-the-go.
Just the way you like it.

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

Get the most out 
of your 

tax return.
Tax preparation for a 

variety of needs, including:
• Individual
• Corporate 
• Partnership

• Not for Profit
• Trust and 
   Estates

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, 
PO BOX 333 • Paris, IL

Estate, Moving, Downsizing, 
& Going Out of Business

“Complete Liquidation Services”

ESTATE SALES LLC

(217) 251-5871 / (217)-264-1725
lanee.pfeiffer@gmail.com

Specializing in  
TAG SALES

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Rd • (217) 465-7641

FFBT.com

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

Gopher Gopher 
ExcavatingExcavating

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Site work, foundations, footings, 
grade work, drainage, tiling, 

demolition

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

POOLS & SPASIntegrityIntegrity
•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Spa Chemicals  
•  Computerized Water Analysis

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers
FREE pick-up & delivery for tune-ups

217-465-4733 
217-251-6299

Parkway Parkway ComputersComputers

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

Custom Built Computers • Internet 
Service Available • Quality Sales & Service

402 Shaw Ave. 
Paris, IL 61944

New hours for now 
9am-4:00pm 

Monday-Friday

Services available
• Curbside drop off and 

pickup
• Phone & remote 

support also availabe

RUTH’S OXTAIL SOUP

For the oxtail:
2 lbs. oxtail cut into pieces
2 T. fennel seed and 4 pepper-

corns, ground with a  mortar 
and pestle

1 T. paprika 
1 ½ tsp. kosher salt 
3 T. flour

For the soup:
1 leek, chopped
1 clove garlic, minced
2 stalks celery, finely chopped  
1 cup each diced potato, diced 

carrots, frozen peas, green 
beans, frozen corn

½ cup chopped fresh white 
cabbage

1 quart whole tomatoes
1 tsp. marjoram
1 tsp. thyme
1 large bay leaf
1 T. parsley flakes
Salt and pepper to taste

The day before, put fennel, 
peppercorns, paprika, salt and 
flour in a zip lock bag to mix and 
add pieces of oxtail to coat.

In 4 T. hot oil sear oxtail 
pieces on all sides in a large 
heavy Dutch oven or soup pot. 

Add enough cold water to cover 
the bones once seared and add 
one beef bouillon cube and ½ 
cup of red wine. Simmer for 3 
to 4 hours or until meat falls off 
bones. Alternatively, simmer for 
two hours and pressure cook for 
25 minutes. Remove meat and 
gristle from bones and refriger-
ate meat in broth overnight. 

To make soup, saute 1 
chopped leek, garlic clove, and 
2 stalks of chopped celery for 8 
minutes.

Add to broth along with 
potato, carrot, corn, peas, 
green beans, chopped fresh 
cabbage and spices. Simmer at 
least one hour. Add 1 quart of 
whole tomatoes which I always 
blend because my family does 
not like chunks of tomato in 
their vegetable soup. Tomato 
juice is an option but I like the 
extra thickness of the blended 
whole tomatoes, and I always 
use home canned.  Continue 
simmering.

 Note: Add whatever 
vegetables and amounts to suit 
personal or family preference. 
The main point of this soup is 
the flavor one gets from the 
oxtail.

my own choice of what I like 
in my vegetable soup I came 
up with a recipe that truly was 
delicious. I plan to call it Ruth’s 
Oxtail Soup because of Ruthie 
from the Pit Stop, and also for 
June, because many times peo-
ple have switched our names 
referring to me as June and to 
her as Ruth. 

Stone Soup is an old chil-
dren’s story that promotes the 
idea of sharing. The story has 
been written and illustrated 
by many authors, but basically 
the story is the same. A poor 
individual is making soup in a 
village using water and a stone, 
and as individuals come along 
they add what they have, to 
give the soup even more flavor. 
In the end everyone shares the 
soup. It is a feel-good story and 
suggests what we are all doing 
now in this time of trouble in 
the world.

One might say this is my ver-
sion of Stone Soup. Thanks go 
out to Ruthie at The Pit Stop 
Café in Redmon for giving 
me the letter, or otherwise I’d 
never have tried making oxtail 
soup. Ruthie’s daughter Tonya 
Vitez, who runs the Pit Stop 
Café, also deserves thanks as 
she is warm and friendly, which 
makes me want to get up and 
drive down for coffee and 
breakfast on Tuesday mornings 
and meet the kind and caring 
Brocton ladies, and without 
that connection, no soup for 
me, as Seinfeld used to say.  

My wonderful mother-in-
law has always inspired me to 
try new dishes, and she submit-
ted her father’s soup recipe. I 
thank God for her every day. 
Mrs. Donald Irwin took the 
time to write such a nice note 
to her and so nice of June to 
keep the note. 

I plan to write to the address 
on the letter to see if she is still 
there or some of her family is. 
If so I will send them a copy of 

PATCHETT
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The pandemic is not stop-
ping spring from coming and 
a great activity to consider 
during this era of shelter in 
place is gardening.

The Illinois Extension is 
offering four webinars to 
provide important gardening 
tips to beginners and remind-
ers for experienced green 
thumbs.

Webinars are 1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, starting April 7. 

Register at go.illinois.edu/
4seasons2020.

SEED STARTING:  APRIL 7
Looking for new and un-

usual annuals or perennials 
for the garden? Looking for a 
winter hobby? Starting plants 
from seeds is a way to achieve 
both goals. Seed starting is 
also a good way to stretch 
the gardening dollar. Martha 
Smith, Illinois Extension hor-
ticulture educator, will walk 
webinar participants through 

Four Season gardening webinars continue
the entire process. Don’t 
just settle for marigolds… 
try something different.

GARDENING 101: APRIL 21
Gardening can be a fun 

and rewarding activity. Il-
linois Extension Horticul-
ture Educator Ken Johnson 
covers the basics of garden-
ing from where to place a 
garden, how to prepare and 
lay it out and plant selec-
tion. This webinar has in-
formation for both novice 
and experienced gardeners.  

COLORFUL VEGETABLES: 
APRIL 28

Extension Horticulture 
Educator Bruce Black dis-
cusses plant characteristics 
that cause changes in pop-
ular and new cultivars of 
unique vegetables.

NEW PERENNIAL GARDEN 
THEORY: MAY 12.

Join Illinois Extension 
Horticulture Educator 
Kelly Allsup as she shares 
information from Roy 
Diblik’s “The Know Main-
tenance Perennial Garden” 
book. By following Diblik’s 
techniques for bed prepa-
ration, plant selection, 
garden designs, watering 
and weed maintenance, 
it is possible to have a 
low-maintenance perennial 
garden after three years.  

CREATING A POLLINATOR 
GARDEN FOR SMALL 
SPACES: MAY 19

Proper plant selection 
can give gardeners a beau-
tiful and fruitful space that 
can play an important role 
in creating habitat for pol-
linators. Jennifer Fishburn, 
Illinois Extension horti-
culture educator, discusses 
pollinator plant options for 
small spaces.

The Prairie Press. Heidi Lucas 
Knoebel at the Lucas Grocery 
Store in Oakland helped me 
get oxtail and encouraged me 
when she mentioned how 
wonderful it is to use for broth, 
and I am so glad she did.

In the big picture, times are 
difficult all around the world 
at this time. Friends and family 
are what is most important. 

The next time the readers 
make any soup, freeze a quart 
to give to a friend. Better yet, 
when we see each other in 
person celebrate over a bowl 
of soup that is already in the 
freezer, waiting to be eaten.

(Ruth Patchett is a resident of 
rural Brocton, a retired teacher 
and is famous for her pies. Email 
her at rpweib1@gmail.com.)
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